
Kia ora te whānau, 

Welcome to Term 3 - ten weeks packed full of activities. We've got snow-
sports, sports tournaments, exams, an art auction, science fair, student 
leadership applications, wānanga, productions… and more! 

 

In assembly this week, I challenged students to be active in preparing for a 
busy term - to look ahead, plan and reflect upon what is coming up.  

 

Here's some of the advice given to students - Don't wait for teachers to 
prompt you. Look ahead and make plans to help yourself. Get that work 
that you've missed out on, reflect upon what has happened in the past - 
the things that worked well, the things that didn't. Take the outcome and 
the future into your own hands.  

 

Ask a student how this whakatauki (proverb) was used to support actively 
taking hold of the future rather than passively responding to current 
events: 

 

Kaua e mate wheke, mate ururoa. 

Don't die like an octopus; die like a hammerhead shark. 

 

Kia pai to rā whakatā,  

Jason Reid 
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Upcoming Events: 
Wed 4th Aug Snowsports 

Thurs 5th Art Auction 

Sun 8th Aoraki Netball 

Tues 10th Aoraki Girls’ 
Badminton 

Tues 10th –Thurs 12th 3DLE 

Wed 11th BOT Meeting / 
Mackenzie  Ski and Snowboard 
Champs 

Thurs 12th Aoraki Boys 
Badminton 

Fri 13th Teachers Only Day 

 

 



 

 Great Start! 
Mackenzie College is opening a ‘Drop in Space’ during term 3 every morning from 7:30am in the school 

Soft Tech room.  Students from all three schools in the Fairlie township are welcome to call in, grab 

some breakfast or a hot drink, and perhaps receive some help with homework.  There will be senior stu-

dents there every day, as well as teaching staff.  The main emphasis is on building a sense of community, 

belonging, and connection.  It could be that junior primary students can make connections with college 

students by reading a book or getting some help with homework sheets or tasks.  Other students may 

just enjoy having somewhere to gather where it is warm.   

We are utilising the assistance from Kickstart Breakfast - run by Sanitarium and Fonterra - which pro-

vides milk and weetbix.  We would welcome donations of spreads, bread and milo; although we will also 

be approaching funding organisations for some assistance.  Two to three toasters would also be appreci-

ated if any member of our community is thinking of upgrading theirs!  

Senior students will walk  St Joseph’s students back to their school to ensure their safety.  We look for-

ward to welcoming students on Monday 9th of August. 

 

Snowsports 2021 
Mackenzie College has a total of 62 students participating in the term 3 Wednesday Snowsports training 
this year! It was great to see so many skiers and snowboarders upskilling with the help of amazing train-
ers provided by the Mt Dobson crew.  

Also, a big thanks to Mr Hignett for the phenomenal time and effort that goes into making this awesome 
event possible. 

Due to the time spent out of classes on Wednesday, student participation relies on maintaining good 
effort in the rest of their classes throughout the whole term. This is also a fantastic incentive for some 
students who might prefer to cruise through their studies! 

 



Len Smith Funds 
Applications are open for the Len Smith (Alumni) Fund. This fund provides financial support for academ-
ic, sporting and cultural endeavours of students attending Mackenzie College. 

Applications close on Thursday 12 August. You can pick up an application form from the office or click on 
this link: https://bit.ly/MackLen21 (accessible to student and staff accounts).  

The College owes Len Smith a huge shout-out of appreciation for the generous contribution to the youth 
of our community. 

 

Race Tekapo 
Race Tekapo is an exciting destination race located in the heart of Tekapo, where you will can indulge in 
stunning lake and mountain views, relax and soak in local hot pools, play up the snowy mountains and 
be blown away by the serenity of the international dark sky zone.  Race Tekapo prides itself in providing 
unique courses, a great race environment and fun for all! All finishers will be presented with a beautiful 
medal that has been designed to reflect the heart of Tekapo.   

The organisers are offering students a 30% discount off the 12km, 5km and Kids Dash events.  

Check out the website http://www.racetekapo.com/ for more details. 

 

 



 

  Student Planner 
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help 

their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over 

the coming fortnight:  

The single biggest influence in students and ourselves having a healthy state of wellbeing, is to experi-

ence frequent positive emotions through having strong feelings of social connectedness; feeling a 

sense of belonging. ‘Strengths for Relationships’ weeks every term provide students, parents and 

teachers with opportunities to share and care with each other. Key ingredients for respectful relation-

ships are:  

Connected by sharing and communicating equally and openly to experience positive emotions and oxy-

tocin.  

Protected by having optimism and hope that your relationship will protect you physically and emotion-

ally.  

Respected by thinking others value all of you, including your strengths, shortcomings and feelings, to 

experience serotonin.  

Building wellbeing through frequent little positive actions is the key to the school community looking to 

the future with hope. These could include: welcoming gestures, smiles, hellos, pats on the back, friend-

ly texts, saying thank you and sorry, asking how they are feeling, giving compliments, doing five minute 

mindfulness activities, using positive self-talk, doing selfless acts of kindness, sharing their strengths to 

help someone overcome a challenge, choosing two positive personal descriptors to live by each week, 

spotting different ways of thinking in themselves and others, monitoring their and others’ emotions, 

using assertive language when they need to and recognising when they need to seek help.  

3DLE - Important Message! 

The Aoraki Principals have decided that the Accord day (Teacher Only Day) 

that was scheduled for Tuesday August 10th will now be held on Friday  

August 13th. 

 This does mean that our 3DLE will now run from Tuesday 10th -Thursday 12th August. Please 

remember, school will finish  at 1.30pm on Thursday 12th. 



 



 

  Rugby Exchange 
 

Last term we hosted Inglewood High School for a rugby exchange. We were so incredibly proud of our 
1st XV boys. Wearing our old school (1997) jerseys, Mackenzie College played with pride and determi-
nation to be narrowly defeated 36-21. 

Special thanks to all the host families that looked after Inglewood players for the two nights they were 
with us. Without your support, the exchange would not have been able to happen. 

Also, special thanks to the families and friends of both schools that supported this game and Mike 
O'Brien, for officiating this match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boys having fun reading! 
Thank you very  much to Mr Joll for his  assistance with reading. 

 



 

       

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


