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Upcoming Events:
Mon 16th-Fri 20th Aoraki
Junior Sports Week
Mon 16th NCEA Exams begin
Tues 17th Yr 6 Orientation
Day / Yr 6 Parent Evening
Wed 18th BOT Meeting
Thurs 19th Teacher Only Day
Mon 23rd SCPS Swimming
Tues 24th BYOD Evening /
Open Day
Thurs 26th Te Ara Day out
Fri 27th Year 13 Dinner
Mon 30th Teacher Only Day

Principal’s Message
Farewell, senior students and best of luck with your exams!
Our senior students are now on study leave, slaving day and night over a
year’s worth of notes, accessing and analysing every online version of the
exams in preparation for the final, real thing. We wish you the best of luck,
but of course, we know that luck has very little to do with passing examinations! Use your study leave time wisely.
It has been an unsettled year when it comes to assessments. Schools have
record-low numbers of students sitting examinations - based on the excellent guidance given by the Ministry of Education. However, if students are
stressed about how few exams they are sitting, they may take comfort in
the thought that all students across New Zealand are in a very similar
boat. No matter what uncertainty there is, with a very untraditional year
for our seniors, I am confident that our long-standing tradition of being
one of the top achieving schools in South Canterbury remains in very good
hands.
Kia kaha, kia toa, kia manawanui!
Be strong, be brave, be steadfast!
Jason Reid

Principal

Lost Property
Several school jerseys

Black jacket size M, Beyond brand

Anko black jacket size M Silver ring

Black SISS netball T
shirt

Black T shirt - NZ Farm
girl logo

Beige coloured sweatshirt

Blue pencil case

Several drink bottles

Ladies black sunglasses

Mackenzie RFC hoodie

Girl’s brown shoes

White & yellow towel

White ear phones

Light blue T shirt

2 x PE tops size small &
12

BYOD 2021
Since our last newsletter, we have been working tirelessly to make the transition to year 7 -13 BYOD as
smooth as possible. So here is an update on the progress made so far:
•

Fact sheet - want to know what BYOD is and why we want all students equipped with one in 2021?
Check out this factsheet: bit.ly/MackBYODfactsheet

•

Choosing a device - choosing a device can be daunting, so here is a quick guide to devices currently
on the market: bit.ly/MackBYODchoosing

•

Request a secondhand Chromebook - we have a range of inexpensive secondhand devices available for the start of next year. If you would like to request one please fill out this survey: bit.ly/
MackBYODrequest

•

More information - we are running a BYOD and Digital Technology Information Evening at 7pm,
Tuesday 24 November in the College Soft Tech block (next to the school hall).

Contact us at the school office if you have any other questions or pop in to collect a paper copy of the
documents above.

Art Auction 2021
Just a reminder that the Mackenzie College Art Auction will be held in August 2021. Funds raised by
the 2021 Auction will provide continued support and development of the Art programme including
equipment and workshops plus other school requirements as decided by the PTA.
We are now inviting interest and contributions from our school community. We appreciate that you
are busy people but we would love to include creative works in any form, from parents and extended
family and whanau of our students. Also if you happen to know or have contacts for any famous Kiwis
(or beyond) please contact Trine or Jenny, they do not have to be art it could be a Quote… item… something signed… etc we can create it into something amazing once received.
Contributions would need to be in by June 2021 but if you have any queries please don't
hesitate to contact Trine Harris trineharris@hotmail.co.nz 0224934131 or
Jenny Cleaver ma-je-mu@hotmail.com
Thanks for your time and we look forward to your support.

NZQA Important reminders - Senior students.
You need to have used your user login to enable you to do digital exams and get your results.
NZQA are very busy at the moment and it may take a few attempts to get through on the help line if you
can’t remember your password. The school does not have access to this information, so it is your responsibility.
Exams
You must be at the exam room 20 minutes before your exam is due to start and remember to take your
equipment and admission’s slip.
If you miss an exam and wish to apply for a derived grade you will need to contact the school to say why
you missed the exam and to collect the paperwork that needs completing for an application.
Internal results
All your results should be available on the schools portal before you start your exams. Don’t forget to
check that NZQA and your teacher have the same result recorded for you. Any discrepancies you will
need to see Mrs Fox straight away. The latest that changes can be made is the end of term.

Effort Grades Term 4 Weeks 3-4
Dobson

Cassie Anderson

Katey Anderson

Jack Cassie

Nathan Clarke

Cheyeann Coughlan

Lachlan Crawford

Cameron Dobbs

Emily Foote

Christopher Guiney

Emma Guiney

Briannah Hadfield-Broatch Kaitlyn Hawkes

Gracie Hellmrich

Maggie Holtham

Katsuto Ikai

Hamish Johnson

Brisea Lagos

Stella Lang

Ben MacDonald

Eilish McDonald

Connor McLay

Zayne McLay

Eshaa Pasaol

Eshee Pasaol

Eliza Pudney

Rhiley Reid

Zayden Slocombe

Marcus Wilson

Lucy Barnes

Lexie Biggs

Josh Boon

Rebecca Boon

Damian Clements

Ceara Harris

Lachlan Hurst

Ben Jordan

Blake Jordan

Sam Linklater

Carys Lloyd-Forrest

Caleb Marris

Abbigail Murdoch

Meg Murdoch

Ollie Nelson

Courtney O’Neill

Jessica Ryall

Melissa Smith

Carter Wakelin

Hannah Bates

Hayden Divers

Avish Dutt

Isamu Edmondson

Maya Edmondson

Declan Gardner

Renee Habraken

Grace Habberfield-Short

Ayla Hendry

Hope Herrick

Millie Howat

Chisa Kawasaki

Grace McHaffie

Ashlynn McOsker

Nick Miles

Bella Parke

Jasmine McDonaldLamatoa

Shay Young
Godley

Macaulay Gemma Anderson

Tasman

Dequila Pearks

Lilly Price

Alex Reid

Ben Slade

Dezmon Whistler

Jamela Gorospe

William Gorospe

Archie Holden

Evelyn Holden

Mac Holmwood

Lilley Johnson

Nathan Kirkbeck

Charlize McKenzie

Luke O’Connor

Tarn Peake

Willow Peake

Isaac Scott

Archie Waymouth

Catelin Weaver

Mackenzie-May Woodrow

Congratulations to Zayden Slocombe, Lucy Barnes, Grace Habberfield-Short and Charlize McKenzie, who won
vouchers.

Spirit of Adventure Winners
10 Mackenzie College students were lucky enough to go on a five day voyage on the Spirit of New
Zealand in October. They had to wake each morning at 6.30am for a swim (jump overboard) before breakfast, learn how to raise and lower the sails and help with other duties required to run the
ship.
We were joined by three other schools, Central Southland College, Westland High and Bream Bay
College for the Trophy Voyage. Each school competed over the five days, completing various activities onboard and ashore to try to win the Spirit Trophy. The activities, quizzes and games required
team work by all and come the final count, Mackenzie won the Spirit Voyage Trophy by 0.5pts from
Central Southland. We won the knot tying, raft race, egg throwing, water relay, A & P Show and deck
games.
On the last day, everyone was able to harness up and climb to the first yard to swing off the ship for
a swim. A great time was had by all.

Tekapo 10 Fundraiser

Student Planners
Student Planners—This Fortnight
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help
their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over the
coming fortnight:
Students know what bullying is, they understand the power bullies can have over them, they know
what to do to not engage with them, but many of them still do. Why? It is their addiction to Fear Of
Missing Out (FOMO). They open every single electronic communication they receive, including the cruel
ones, and then the damage is done. In-person bullying, while still severe harassment, is much easier for
students to overcome or not engage with than electronic bullying.
Following some approaches to not engage with bullies:
•

Make up ten assertive language statements with the body language to match. The structure is, say
what concerns them, how they feel and what they want to happen.

•

Listening to and giving others time is the greatest respect they can give a person. They don’t respect bullies, so switch off and don’t give them any attention.

•

Use Joy Of Missing Out (JOMO).

•

Think about what are five strengths bullies overuse, underuse or misuse and how they do.

•

Make up ten positive I can and I will self-talk statements to stop them engaging with bullies.

•

For each of their top strengths, write down one thought, one word and one action they could use
not to engage.

Technology Department
Term 4 in Technology is always insanely busy with senior students racing to finish their project and
hand in portfolios. However, this year is doubly busy as we have had less practical time with the lockdown early this year.
So here is what's going on at the moment.
The Y13 building class are finishing the integrated deck they are building on the common room.

The Year 12 class are working on picnic tables that fold into a bench and trying to get their paperwork
finalised, which seems to be harder than constructing their furniture.

The Year 11 class are racing to the finish with their cape cod chairs, which are looking very nice and I
am sure the parents lucky enough to have a student in that class will benefit from these over the summer.

The junior classes have been working on a variety of products and graphical skills including: boxes, picture frames, puzzles, eternal calendars, tables, 3D O’s & X’s games and the Lego challenge.
In Food Technology we have had lots of fun in junior classes this year learning how to make bread from
scratch and then using that knowledge to make pizzas and naan bread and other yummies.
I enjoyed seeing their creativity with a “First 5 ingredients in the cupboard” challenge.
Year 10’s are in the midst of producing recipes and trialling them for a cookbook. It may end up as a calendar of recipes imparted by our teachers.

Vaping - Not harmless fun...
As a school, we’ve put a lot of time and effort into educating students around the dangers of vaping
this year. Schools across the country are dealing with an epidemic of vaping amongst teens in their
communities. Here are a few facts that we discuss with students when we are helping encourage
them to kick the habit:
•
A cigarette delivers about 1.1 - 1.8mg of nicotine whereas an equivalent vape session delivers up
to 15.4mg of nicotine.
•
Nicotine is an addictive neurotoxin, produced by certain plants to kill animals that try to eat
them.
•
In teenagers, nicotine is a strong inhibitor of the impulse control section of the brain. This means
that unwise decisions are easily made. Unaffected people may observe these unwise decisions
and respond with comments like “that was dumb” or “what on earth were you thinking?” or
“anyone making good decisions could have seen that that would end badly.” These comments
could be a little harsh as the nicotine user is attempting to function with a heavily impaired prefrontal cortex.
•
Companies combine nicotine with awesome flavours because it enhances their product’s addictive capability. These big companies are not interested in teenager wellbeing, they’re out to
make money from them. There’s a name for companies who make money by deliberately
getting children addicted to their product...
•
Research data strongly suggests that exposure to nicotine as a teenager reduces your ability to
resist other addictive substances later in life.
•
Nicotine use reduces your brain’s ability to find pleasure in the simple things in life. The more
nicotine a person is exposed to, the less likely they are to feel good - about anything.
•
Nicotine also reduces the ability to focus and may trigger bouts of depression or anxiety.
•
Due to the increasingly numbing effect that nicotine has on the brain, the more nicotine a teenager uses the more they will need to consume to get the same effect. A nicotine user will feel a
compulsion to seek hit after hit, at ever-increasing rates.
If you have concerns or require more information, our public health nurse, Steph Chapman, is available by emailing: nurse@mackcollege.school.nz. This is a completely confidential service. Also, you can
contact the school office to talk with a member of the senior leadership team. Alternatively, your
friendly GP will have a wealth of advice and information available.

