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Principal’s Message
Over the past 5 years, we have been running a highly successful BYOD (Bring your
own device) programme from Year 9. Under the current programme, at the start
of 2021, all year 9 to 13 students will be fully equipped with Chromebooks or
Laptops.
Last term our BYOD survey asked how parents felt about including Year 7 and 8
students in the BYOD programme. Half of the respondents were positive about
the move, and half were neutral or had concerns.

Upcoming Events:
Wed 4th Nov Diploma Dinner
Tues 10th Nov Young
Performers Concert
Wed 11th Nov Year 13
Assembly
Thurs 12th Nov Senior study
leave begins

As a result, we have decided to include Chromebooks / Laptops on the stationery
lists for all College students from the start of 2021. We do understand that this
will provide a significant financial burden for some families where multiple devices will need to be purchased. To offset this, the school will be providing a range
of very inexpensive second-hand Chromebooks for sale.
A BYOD programme that covers Year 7 to 13 has multiple benefits for students
including reflecting student experiences of a high level of access to digital devices
seen in primary schools. It ensures that there is always a digital device on hand,
every lesson, to support each student's learning. Also, in the unlikely event of
another COVID lockdown, all students will have immediate access to a device to
provide continuity of learning.
We will be sending home updated BYOD information next week and running a
“BYOD and Digital Technology” evening for parents on the 24th of November. If
you have any questions ahead of that meeting please do not hesitate to contact
us.
Jason Reid Principal

Lost Property
Several school jerseys

Black jacket size M, Beyond brand

Anko black jacket size M Silver ring

Black SISS netball T
shirt

Black T shirt - NZ Farm
girl logo

Beige coloured sweatshirt

Blue pencil case

Several drink bottles

Ladies black sunglasses

Mackenzie RFC hoodie

Girl’s brown shoes

White & yellow towel

White ear phones

Light blue T shirt

2 x PE tops size small &
12

NCEA News
NZQA have made several changes to NCEA this year.
What this means for students:

•

Learning credits have been introduced. The more credits they achieve the more learning credits
they are entitled to up to a maximum of 10 at level 1 and 8 at level 2 and 3.

•

Endorsements, all the usual rules apply however;
•

To get certificate endorsements this year they will need 46 credits at Merit or Excellence

•

To get a course endorsement they will need 12 credits at merit or excellence.

•

University entrance has been adjusted from 14 credits to 12 credits.

•

Exams now run from the 16th of November until the 9th of December.

All the latest information can be found at:
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-ncea/changes-to-ncea-and-ue-for-2020/
If you have any questions about the changes you can contact Susan Fox
at susanf@mackcollege.school.nz or you can ring NZQA on 0800 697 296

Return of Trophies
Please return all trophies awarded at last year’s Prize Giving to the school office .
If you could clean them first (with Silvo), we would really appreciate it.

Wednesday Sports - Horse Riding
Horse riding has begun again this term, and is off to a galloping start! We are privileged and extremely
grateful to have Rhonda Gibson teach our young girls a range of riding skills, from correct mounting positions and tacking, up to jumping, trotting, dressage and more. Rhonda is head coach of our local Pony
Club in Pleasant Point, and has recently been appointed Chief Coach of the South Canterbury area. We
believe that learning never stops when it comes to working with our equine friends, and so each rider is
encouraged to work towards a riding goal over the term. It is exciting to see many Mackenzie College
values displayed on these Wednesday afternoons, including Grit (especially when the horse is keen to
misbehave!), Manaakitanga, as well as having aspirations and working towards that goal. I'd also like to
thank all the parents who support this great opportunity by bringing in horses each week.

Effort Grades Term 4 Weeks 1-2
Dobson

Godley

Cassie Anderson

Kate Burbery

Cheyeann Coughlin

Lachlan Crawford

Cameron Dobbs

Emily Foote

Christopher Guiney

Emma Guiney

Briannah Hadfield-Broatch

Kaitlyn Hawkes

Maggie Holtham

Katsuto Ikai

Brisea Lagos

Stella Lang

Eilish McDonald

Connor McLay

Eshaa Pasaol

Eshee Pasaol

Eliza Pudney

Xarnie Reihana

Marcus Wilson

Shay Young

Lucy Barnes

Josh Boon

Rebecca Boon

Mackai Butt-Bain

Katrina Guiney

Ceara Harris

Ben Jordan

Abbigail Murdoch

Hannah Bates

Hudson Berge

Avish Dutt

Isamu Edmondson

Maya Edmondson

Declan Gardner

Renee Habraken

Hope Herrick

Cubin Heslip

Millie Howat

Chisa Kawasaki

Grace McHaffie

Ashlynn McOsker

Isabelle Miles

Dequila Pearks

Lilly Price

Ben Slade

Jamela Gorospe

Archie Holden

Oliver Jones

Porter Karton

Cleo Kentish

Charlize McKenzie

Luke O’Connor

Archie Waymouth

George Waymouth

Mackenzie-May Woodrow

Meg Murdoch
Macaulay Gemma Anderson

Tasman

Congratulations to Katsuto Ikai, Abbigail Murdoch, Hudson Berge and Oliver Jones who won vouchers.

Values Badges Recipients
Ka pai to the recipients of our values badges. Mahi tino pai!

Dezmon (Manaakitanga), Rebecca (Integrity), Lilly (Manaakitanga), Maya (Manaakitanga),
Abbi (Grit), and Carter (Manaakitanga).

Teacher Only Days
There are two teacher only days to pop onto your calendar for this term:
•

19 November - Canterbury ‘Accord Day’ #1 - where we will be working with other schools across
Canterbury on investigating the new NCEA changes and developing ideas about what these changes
could look like at Mackenzie College.

•

30 November - Whole Staff First Aid training - most of our staff’s First Aid certificates are up for renewal so this teacher-only-day includes this as one of the major activities for the day.

Year 6 Transition Dates
Our brand new Year 7 students for 2021 will be engaged in our transition programme over the next
month. Here’s what it looks like:
•
•
•
•
•

9 and 11 November - Mackenzie College staff visit primary schools to answer student questions
and chat with Year 6 teachers about the specific needs of each student
17 November - Students visit Mackenzie College to have a day of orientation and a selection of
mini-lessons
17 November at 7pm - Parents visit the school to meet staff, tour the school and ask questions
24 November - Open day - parents, whānau and students can visit the school to see us in action.
There are two tour times starting at 9:15am and 11:35am.
2 and 3 February 2021 - brand new year 7 students will have the college to themselves for two
whole days for orientation and peer support.

If you’re a new student starting at year 8 and above, let us know. We’ll arrange a tailored orientation
process for you.

Student Planners
Student Planners—This Fortnight
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help their child
make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over the coming fortnight:

Students can seek help from peer groups, friends, parents, teachers and outside groups such as
Reachout or Kids Helpline. Knowing who is best to ask for different problems, and then asking, is a key
skill in maintaining a healthy state of wellbeing. The strengths judgement, trust, courage and hope for
the future, will empower students to ask when they need to seek help.
Another key factor for a healthy state of wellbeing is for them to have at least two supportive peer
groups which they can share things with. It is inevitable that they will have problems with one of their
peer groups, and having another one to turn to for support, will ensure that they will not slide into pessimistic thinking or feel social isolation. Too much electronic leisure time also detracts from their feelings of being connected. We need to encourage students to meet new people in places such as sports
and arts groups, choirs, life saving, debating, church or leisure pursuits.
Healthy peer groups understand shared and clear expectations of each other, speak up if they don’t
want to do something and have empathy for each other. Seeking help is a key resilience skill of reaching
out for social connectedness.

Outdoor Education
On Friday the 23rd of October, the Outdoor Education class (Katrina, Xarnie, Declan, Jaidyn, Hayden,
Damian) and Mr Horne started their tramp from Mackenzie College and finished at the base of the
Guiney’s farm beside the Opihi River gorge. The walk was enjoyable and sunny with only a few minor
accidents including Declan walking into a pole and Xarnie hurting her knee. Once at the location we
split into groups of 2-3 and started building our shelters that we were to sleep in overnight. Hamish,
Arthur and Alex joined the group later on and started building their shelters too. Once the shelters
were completed each group lit their own fire, which they then cooked their dinner on. Kieran Guiney
and Nigel Gardner also accompanied us which we were very grateful for.

Tickets are now available at the school office.

