
Poipoia te kākano kia puāwai  

Nurture the seed and it will blossom  

Here at Mackenzie college we want our students to “live” our values. This 
fortnight we have seen these values of Manaakitanga, Aspire, Grit, Integri-
ty and Creativity demonstrated in many different ways.  

Last week we held our first PB4L assembly. The following students have 
earned a values badge for being acknowledged 10 times for a single value. 
Ben Slade and Luke O'Connor received a badge for Manaakitanga and 
Eshaa Pasaol received a badge for integrity. This is an outstanding achieve-
ment! 

Recent school exams for our senior students focussed  efforts on their aca-
demic attainment. Exams give students the chance to reflect on current 
progress and make any adjustments necessary as we move to the business 
end of the year. The upcoming conferencing will be important in helping 
our students plan productively for the remainder of the year. 

There was a buzz in the air as our snow sports team made their way up the 
mountain on Wednesday after a ‘snow day’ on Tuesday.  For our students 
to have the opportunity to ski and board at Mt Dobson is an example of 
one of many wonderful activities our students have on offer. 

In assembly on Wednesday, we were able to present Hamish Geary with 
his Mackenzie College rugby cap after playing 10 games for the Roncalli-
Aoraki Combined rugby team. Hamish becomes the second person to earn 
the cap since the caps’ introduction  three years ago. We are grateful for 
the relationship that has developed with Roncalli-Aoraki Schools as this 
now provides a clear pathway for our students to play top level school boy 
1st XV rugby in the UC championship.  

 
Ka kite anō au i a koutou!  

Denise Dooley, Sam Nelson 
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Values Badges 

Several school jerseys Black jacket size M, Be-

yond brand 

Black helmet Silver ring 

Dolphin pendant Boys school socks PE top size 12 Two black drink bottles 

Lime green drink bottle Navy blue hat and scarf Mackenzie RFC hoodie  

Congratulations  to the following students  for earning Values badges: 

Eshaa Pasaol - Integrity  

Luke O’Connor and Ben Slade - Manaakitanga 

 

 



 

  

  Winter Tournament—Netball 

Earlier this week the Mackenzie A Netball team attended a three day tournament in Timaru. This tourna-

ment was a substitute for the South Island Secondary Schools Netball tournament that was cancelled due 

to Covid.  

The girls played five games over the span of two days. The first day was a little rough, they went up 

against Roncalli College, Kaiapoi High School and Geraldine High School. The girls played amazingly con-

sidering the weather wasn’t ideal. The second day was so much better! The girls even gained a win 

against Opihi College, then proceeded to play a very close game against Mountain View High School.  

Our Netball  girls did an incredible job. They kept a positive attitude even when it was getting tough. 

Thank you to Jo Parke, Bridget Anderson, Jo O’Neill and Lauren Horne for making it all possible.  

 

Option Evening 

 

 
 

All Year 10 to 12 students and their parents are invited to attend the 2021 Student Options and Subject 

Information evening to be held Tuesday 15th September, 7.00pm to 8.30pm in the Mackenzie College 

gym. Due to Covid restrictions, this year  we request just one parent or caregiver per student  to 

attend. 

The purpose of the meeting is to give information to parents and students about senior options in 2021 

and to allow for distribution of the 2021 student option booklet. 

There will also be a chance for students to discuss subject selection, subject content and course suita-

bility with Heads of Learning Areas.  

 

Sports and Groups photos are being taken next Monday (14th September).  

As well as group and sports photos there is also the opportunity for students to have individual 

or family photos taken at the end of this session.  A letter will be sent out next week with addi-

tional information and a request for an individual/family photo form. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Effort Grades Term 3 Weeks 5-6 

 

 

Dobson Cassie Anderson 

Emily Foote 

Maggie Holtham 

Eilish McDonald 

Rhiley Reid 

Katey Anderson 

Emma Guiney 

Katsuko Ikai 

Eshaa Pasaol 

Xarnie Reihana 

Jack Cassie 

Briannah Hadfield-Broatch 

Hamish Johnson 

Eshee Pasaol 

Thomas Scott 

Lachlan Crawford 

Kaitlyn Hawkes 

Brisea Lagos 

Eliza Pudney 

Marcus Wilson 

Godley Grace Anderson 

Rebecca Boon 

Ceara Harris 

Jack Ineson 

Carys Lloyd-Forrest 

Ollie Russell 

Lucy Barnes 

Damian Clements 

Sam Hay 

Ben Jordan 

Abbigail Murdoch 

Jessica Ryall 

Lexie Biggs 

Annabelle Gibson 

Talen Hignett 

Blake Jordan 

Meg Murdoch 

Carter Wakelin 

Josh Boon 

Katrina Guiney 

Lachlan Hurst 

Sam Linklater 

Courtney O’Neill 

Macaulay Gemma Anderson 

Avish Dutt 

Johnathon Habberfield-

Short 

Millie Howat 

Isabelle Miles 

Niall Phillips 

Hannah Bates 

Isamu Edmondson 

Renee Habraken 

Isabelle Lett 

Nick Miles 

Ben Slade 

Dezmon Whistler 

Heidi Clouston 

Maya Edmondson 

Ayla Hendry 

Grace McHaffie 

Bella Parke 

Riley Slade 

Hayden Divers 

Grace Habberfield-Short 

Hope Herrick 

Ashlynn McOsker 

Dequila Pearks 

Sam Wansbrough 

Tasman Poppy Geary 

James Hollows-Booth 

George Kerr 

Luke O’Connor 

Catelin Weaver 

Jamela Gorospe 

Alex Holmes 

Nathan Kirkbeck 

Willow Peake 

Conner Potter 

William Gorospe 

Lilley Johnson 

Charlize McKenzie 

Mackenzie-May Woodrow 

 

Archie Holden 

Oscar Johnson 

Hamish O’Connor 

Isaac Scott 



 

This year, five of our students  were involved in the Mackenzie Combined team at the South Island Sec-

ondary Schools Ice Hockey Championship held in Dunedin this week. 

Going into the tournament we were quietly confident as we had a great team playing against teams 

with great players. Over the three days, we had many good wins against much larger schools such as 13

-0 against Burnside, 2-0 against St Andrews College, 2-1 against Kings High School and 9-0 vs Dunstan 

High School. 

With those stellar performances, we qualified for the final against Wakatipu High School who are usual-

ly the favourites.  In the final, we scored in the first period with a lighting wrist shot that sped past the 

goalie into the right corner of the net. Over the final two periods the boys and girls of Mackenzie held 

their nerve under immense pressure. Through smart skating and calm play, we held on right to the final 

buzzer, 1-0 to Mackenzie Combined. South Island Champions!  

Special thanks to super coach Lain Hellmrich, manager Simon Wansbrough, and all the parents for your 

help and support. 

Mark Ross 

Teacher in charge of Hockey (Field Hockey usually).   

Winter Tournament Ice Hockey 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U15 Rugby Tournament 

A mini U15 Tournament was held on the 2nd Sept in Timaru, with 4 teams competing, as the SISS Tourna-

ment was cancelled because we were still in Level 2. 

The teams, TBHS, Roncalli, Geraldine HS and Mackenzie/Waimate HS combined, played 3 games over the 

day and we placed 3rd.  

The boys played well as a combined team and it was great rugby to watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Ben Horne! 

Congratulations Hamish 

 

It is with mixed feelings that we congratulate Mr Horne on being selected for the role of Deputy Prin-
cipal at Inglewood High School. We are very happy that he has reached the next step in his career 
development but very sad that we are losing a fantastic teacher, sports coordinator, head of depart-
ment, dean, and all-round awesome bloke. We are equally disappointed to be losing Lauren, Josh, 
Ruby and Mackenzie. However, our loss is Inglewood's gain. 

Mr Horne will be with us until the end of the year so we will have a chance to farewell him and his 
family formally in Term 4. 

Hamish Geary received his 1st XV Cap recently. 

What a great achievement! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Planners 
Student Planners—This Fortnight 

The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help 
their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over 
the coming fortnight:  

Extending students’ learning beyond the classroom builds their independence, brain pathways and 

growth mindsets. One of these learning environments is at home. Having an area predominantly for 

study will build patterns for students’ brains that associate the place with study, thus creating habits 

and reducing barriers to getting started.  

Desirable conditions include well lit, quiet, warm and comfortable, a copy of their Personal Timetable 

on the wall, well resourced, away from distractions, (especially TV and loud music), and mobiles on 

flight mode.  

Students need to revisit what they learn in each of their subjects every night, or their brains will 

“forget”. Facts relating to how much the brain retains:  

• should notes not be reviewed within 24 hours, 60% to 80% of it is forgotten  

• after a month with no reviews, only 3% to 4% is remembered  

• the brain pathways which were created wither and die  

• when 50 minutes of learning is not reviewed regularly, it takes 30 to 40 minutes to relearn it; why 

learn it in the first place?  

Renowned Polish pianist, Ignace Paderewski, once said, “If I miss one day’s practice, I notice it. If I miss 

two day’s practice, the critics notice. If I miss three days practice, the audience notices it.” 



 

Whole School Conferencing 
On Thursday September 17 from 10am to 5pm we will be trialing whole school conferencing. Confer-

ences will be held in the teachers’ classrooms and your student will be able to direct you there. 

As all staff members have been allocated interviews, normal lessons will not be running that day. Stu-
dents are only in attendance for their interview. 
 
Each conference will be 15 minutes. You will have received your interview  time via email.  
 
The 3-way learning conferences for each student with their caregivers and teachers are a main part of 
our reporting to you in Term 3. The focus at this time of the year is on how the student is managing 
their learning. The reason we do this, is to support students to develop as effective and independent 
learners. Our expectation is that students will accompany their parents/caregivers to the Learning Con-
ference with their staff mentor.  
 
Full written reports for all students will be issued on Tuesday 15 September. Please bring these to the 
conferencing with you. 
 
If you have any questions please contact school. 
                                                                                                                                             Denise Dooley 
 

Lipsync 2020 
Thursday 24th September (last week of  the term). 

Put it in your diary! 

There are two shows - Matinee 2.15pm and Evening 7.00pm. 

Performers and pre-schoolers are free. All others $5 and tickets are available at the College office now. 

 

 

 

 



 

 English Department Events 
The English, Languages and Media Studies department is having a busy year. On top of book week, 
which was offered for the first time at Mackenzie College, the languages department has gained a 
new Maori teacher in the form of the fabulous Mrs. Linklater and senior English students will have the 
opportunity to sit digital exams for the first time! 

Book Week: Book week, in alignment with National Book Week, was a success. The winner of the form 
class quiz competition that tested student’s knowledge of literature was Dobson. Lucy Barnes won the 
senior bookmark competition. Second place went to Alex Reid. Brisea Lagos and Maya Edmonson 
came first and second respectively in the Year 9-10 category. Marcus Wilson and Poppy Geary came 
first and second in the Year 7-8 category. As for the book cover competition, Eshaa and Eshee Pasaol 
came first and second in the Year 7-8 category. Brisea clinched the title in the Year 9-10 category with 
Maya coming in second place. It was lovely to see students, school and library staff dressed up as their 
favourite book characters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Integrated Studies: The ever-busy and wonderful Integrated Studies teachers, Mrs Lett, Mrs Miles and 
Mrs Linklater, are working hard strengthening students’ literacy skills through reciprocal reading, with 
a focus on key competencies, an ongoing literacy menu and language skills. We are sure this will cre-
ate intelligent and eloquent learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English Department Events (cont.) 
Languages: It is lovely to see students learning about their Pepeha in Māori. Pepeha is a way of introduc-
ing yourself in Māori. Using a set structure it identifies who we are, where we're from, and where we be-
long. It's like a story that connects you to the people and places that are important to you.  Students 
have been learning about the tikanga behind pepeha, writing their own, and learning how to recite it 
with accuracy. To finish off the Year 10 half-year course, we looked at traditional māori designs and the 
meanings behind these. Students had to choose one design that they felt a connection to and create a 
clay pendant of this. Totāra class have just finished their course by learning about the creation myth and 
completing an artwork based on one of the Māori Atua. 

It is also important to note that Chinese will now be offered to senior students! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital examinations: As mentioned earlier, we will be offering the opportunity to sit digital examinations 
to English students at all levels this year. What does this mean? Well, students who want to type their 
essays at the end of the year, can do so now. To make them feel ready and boost their confidence tack-
ling this new platform, we are launching digital practice exams on Tuesday the 8th to Level 1, 2 and 3 
English students. We would appreciate it if parents could support our learners by making sure their de-
vices are fully charged and that they have a device that adheres to the requirements set by NZQA! An 
email with more detail will be sent to parents shortly! 

 



 

       

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


