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Principal’s Message
Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa
Our students were treated to a bit of data analysis at assembly on
Wednesday. As you can imagine, when presented with a bunch of graphs
there were exclamations of joy and delight from both students and staff.
The topic of my presentation was “Why We’re Awesome” and covered
the important practice of being proud of your awesomeness, and to never assume that others are aware of the fact. In the assembly, I presented
our last five years of achievement data in comparison to other decile 8-10
schools, national averages and Canterbury/Aoraki averages.
The result is that Mackenzie College students should be very proud of
their consistently fantastic performances against big-name school across
Aotearoa. More details are included later in this newsletter, but here’s a
summary of our awesomeness:

Level 1 NCEA results are 21% above the national average, 13% above
the decile 8-10 average, and 18% above Aoraki (South Canterbury) averages
Level 2 NCEA results are 16% above the national average, 15% above
the decile 8-10 average, and 12% above Aoraki (South Canterbury) averages
Level 3 NCEA results are 20% above the national average, 10% above
the decile 8-10 average, and 19% above Aoraki (South Canterbury) averages
And that is just a few of the reasons why we’re awesome.

Kia pai tō rā whakatā. Have a great weekend.
Jason Reid
Principal

3 Day Learning Event
A reminder that 3DLE will take place Wednesday 25th March to Friday 27th March. School finishes at
1.30pm on Friday 27th March and supervision is available for those students who need to remain until
the end of the school day.

Lockdown
Lockdown procedures are systems that every school has that helps them keep people safe during potentially threatening situations.
As mentioned last year, the details of this process are not publicised, but teaching staff are fully prepared for such an event. Lockdowns, when initiated by the school or the Police, can be very worrying for
parents. We have a number of to processes to ensure the safety of students and alleviate parental concerns:


We ask that parents do not go to the school to pick up students. This puts both parents and students in danger. Teachers are not permitted to release students until the lockdown is lifted.



The school will contact parents via email and text message as soon as it is safe to do so. Updates
will be given at regular intervals.



When the school is given the notice to lift the lockdown, students will be supervised by staff until
authorised caregivers can collect them.

If you have any concerns or suggestions, please contact the school office.
Jason Reid
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Student Achievements
As mentioned on the front page of this newsletter, our consistently high achievement rates in NCEA are a
great source of pride for our community. Here is a small snapshot of these over the last 5 years.
In these graphs the blue line is Mackenzie College, the red is the National average and the green is the
average for other Decile 8-10 schools.

More information and finalised 2019 data will be available at next term’s Cottage Meetings.

Effort Grades
Effort grades are Mackenzie College’s way of recognising the effort that students are putting into their
classwork. They are not based on any academic grades, and therefore a student could be getting good
academic grades (they’re passing their assessments) yet only receive an effort grade of 3 (they’re
putting in a minimal effort in class). Last year we reviewed our approach to effort grades and the criteria
for each grade was made more clear. These will be reviewed later this year, and in the meantime here
are the criteria that we are currently using to calculate these grades:
Effort Grade

Summary

1

2

3

4

5

Very poor

Poor

Satisfactory

Good

Outstanding

Good effort. All
work set for the
student at their level
is completed including homework
where applicable.

Outstanding effort
in class for the fortnight. All homework
is completed.

Work set for the
student is barely
being attempted.

Little of the work set
for the student is
attempted or completed including
homework where
applicable.

Satisfactory effort
(we expect better).
Most work set for
the student is completed including
homework where
applicable.

The student efforts
do not match realistic expectations for
them.

Keywords
/ values

Resistant, causing
concern

Unprepared, avoiding work, improvement needed

Satisfactory, consistent
under-performing,
not meeting expectations, improve-

Evidence the student has taken
some initiative or
gone beyond the
work set by the
teacher

Meets expectations
Exceeds expectaMeets requirements, growth,
making progress

Independent, initiative, exceeds expectations, motivated,
ownership

Effort Grades Weeks 5-6
Dobson

Cassie Anderson

Katey Anderson

Kate Burbery

Jack Cassie

Nathan Clarke

Lachlan Crawford

Cameron Dobbs

Emily Foote

Christopher Guiney

Emma Guiney

Briannah Hadfield-Broatch

Kaitlyn Hawkes

Gracie Hellmrich

Jack Hellmrich

Teniesha Holdem

Maggie Holtham

Katsuto Ikai

Hamish Johnson

Brisea Lagos

Ben MacDonald

Eilish McDonald

Connor McLay

Eshaa Pasaol

Eshee Pasaol

Eliza Pudney

Xarnie Reihana

Thomas Scott

Zayden Slocombe

Libby Anderson

Lucy Barnes

Lexie Biggs

Josh Boon

Rebecca Boon

Damian Clements

Ciaran Guiney

Ceara Harris

Sam Hay

Blake Jordan

Luke Jordan

Carys Lloyd-Forrest

Caleb Marris

Abbigail Murdoch

Meg Murdoch

Courtney O’Neill

Hamish Ryall

Jessica Ryall

Joe Brien

Heidi Clouston

Avish Dutt

Isamu Edmondson

Maya Edmondson

Johnathon Habberfield-Short

Renee Habraken

Hope Herrick

Millie Howat

Chisa Kawasaki

Jasmine McDonald-Lamatoa

Ashlynn McOsker

Isabelle Miles

Nick Miles

Bella Parke

Dequila Pearks

Niall Phillips

Lilly Price

Poppy Geary

Jamela Gorospe

William Gorospe

Archie Holden

Evelyn Holden

Olivia Hollows-Booth

Mac Holmwood

Lilley Johnson

Sophie Kerr

Nathan Kirkbeck

Charlize McKenzie

Kaia McKenzie

Hamish O’Connor

Luke O’Connor

Willow Peake

Conner Potter

Breanna Scott

Isaac Scott

Archie Waymouth

George Waymouth

Marcus Wilson
Godley

Macaulay

Tasman

Mackenzie-May
Woodrow

Book Week

Student Planners
Student Planners—This Fortnight
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help
their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over
the coming fortnight:
Resilience seems to be the “in” word people in education use to describe a quality they want students to have.
But it would be interesting, if many of them, actually know what it means to be resilient. The most common description people say, is being able to bounce back from adversity. But do they know what skills students need to
possess to be able to bounce back?
Studies have shown that there are seven key skills, which are essential to develop in both students and ourselves, to be resilient. They are:
•

Optimism and hope for the future – thinking positively when striving to achieve goals – develop through
goal setting and growth mindsets.

•

Regulating emotions – controlling the intensity and duration of emotions – develop through wellbeing fitness challenges and strengths boosters.

•

Impulse control – resisting the urge to react on emotions – develop through mindfulness activities.

•

Flexibility of thinking – changing thinking for different situations – develop through habits of mind and
thinking tools.

•

Empathy – accepting the needs and feeling of others – develop through acts of kindness and listening.

•

Self-belief – valuing yourself and your top strengths – develop through actioning character strengths

•

Building social-connectedness – feeling a sense of belonging – develop through active constructive responding.

•

Acknowledgement: Rievich & Shatte

Swimming Sports

Parent / Student Portal
Our school website (www.mackcollege.school.nz) has a link to a student information portal for parents. Parents and caregivers can access a wealth of information about their child’s progress and activity at school. An email should have arrived at parent’s home email addresses this term that provides
parents and caregivers with a unique username and password that grants access to information about
their student. This portal includes information such as effort grades, NCEA results (for senior students), calendars, daily notices and much more.

Check your emails this week, for this information.

Hockey
Good morning all
The Mackenzie/Cave Hockey club welcomes registrations for new AND existing players for 2020.
Please email me with your child's name, DOB, and your email and contact details ASAP. Team entries
need to be in by the 8th of April, so it's vital we have this information sooner rather than later.

To see more information about our club, join our Facebook page, Mackenzie Cave Hockey Club to
keep up to date.
6 & 7 Aside teams play in Timaru on a Tuesday night, 11 aside teams play in Timaru on a Friday night.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact myself or Annabel Mackenzie
on bryceandmouse@gmail.com
'Have a Go' day next week Thursday 19th March 4-5.00pm at Pleasant Point Turf:
Come and join in some hockey fun if you are Year 7 or 8. Hockey sticks will be provided.
Hope to see you all soon on the hockey courts .

