
Kia ora koutou! 

Our school stationery, you will see the phrase “The College of Choice.” 
This statement is the heart of our GOAL to provide this community with a 
secondary school that gives our students a learning environment that is 
of such high quality that it would be the first choice for everyone. No 
matter what.  

Our students are doing a fantastic job of showing our community how 
clear this choice is. Mackenzie students are a real credit to our district 
when you look at their level of competition on the national stage, the 
outstanding academic success rates and the high proportions taking up 
leadership positions. But that’s not all. Look at the numbers of our 
leavers engaged in apprenticeships and tertiary studies, the huge 
numbers participating in and enjoying the arts, and their engagement in a 
vast diversity of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities.  

Over the year of 2020, we will endeavour to show off as many of our 
students’ talents and achievements as possible… but this is a 
considerable workload because there are so many. We invite you to 
enjoy this newsletter, as we showcase a few activities of the last two 
weeks. Also, keep an eye on our Facebook page, as it contains up to date 
articles on what our students are currently engaged in. Lastly, if we ever 
miss acknowledging something, please let us know.  

Kia pai tō rā whakatā. Have a great weekend. 

                                                                            Jason Reid    Principal 
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Wed 19th Feb Athletics Day 

Fri 21st Feb Paid Union 
Meeting - half day 

Mon 24th Feb Otago 
University Liaison Meeting 



Coast to Coast 
 

Mackenzie College entered a team in the 2 Day 3 Person Male School section in the Coast to Coast. Alex 

Holmes - cycling, George Kerr - kayaking and Declan Gardner - mountain run. 

After two days of biking, mountain running and kayaking 243km, the team finished in a time of 12 hours 

52 minutes and 55 seconds and were placed 2nd out of 5 teams in the male school category.  This was a 

great effort from the team as they were placed 4th at the end of Day 1. 

They had great support during the weekend, and thanks to Alistair Holmes and Nigel Gardner for their 

time and effort put in over the race/weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Alex, George and Declan after finishing the Coast to Coast. 



 

  

Welcome to Mackenzie College 
Recently we formally welcomed new students and whanau at a Powhiri and on Wednesday night at the 
school picnic BBQ. We greatly appreciate your involvement in these events. 

 

 

 

 

          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathletics 

This year, Year 7-10 students will again be using Mathletics as part of their mathematics 

programme at school. Mathletics provides an individualised programme for students and 

allows parents to see how students are progressing. The extra Mathletics practice at 

home can make all the difference to your child's progress. Students can gain up to 1000 

points a week to earn a certificate, building through bronze, silver and gold across the 

school year. 

The cost of the programme is subsidised by the Board of Trustees, leaving a fee of $15.00 

per student to be paid to the school office.  

Detailed information has been e-mailed home for all parents of Year 7-10 students. If you 

have not received this information, please contact the school office. 

                                                                                                                   Susan Fox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB. Mrs Adams Mathletics classes - your Mathletics homework is always due the following Monday. 



 

On Friday 21st February at 1.00 pm, teaching  staff will be attending a Paid Union 

Meeting.  

Accordingly, normal school will finish at 12.30 pm.   The first three periods of the day will 

run as normal without a form time. The buses will run at their normal time and supervi-

sion is possible.  

A letter has been sent home with each student, please send the response slip back to 

school by Monday 16th February if your child requires supervision. 

                                                                                                                     Jason Reid 

 

 

 

Paid Union Meeting 

School Policies (SchoolDocs) 

Curious about school policies? 

You can access Mackenzie College’s policies online here: 

mackcollege.schooldocs.co.nz 

Username: mackcollege 

Password: mack7925 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Theory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  Oscar Johnson, Brock Potter, Bella Parke, Maggie Holtham, Cameron Dobbs who 

passed their music theory exams with Distinction. 

If students wish to send any of their exam papers for re-assessment they must be at NZQA by Feb 19 

2020. Information on this process should have been included with your exam papers when they 

were returned to you. Here is the link for further information. Resubmissions.  If you think your ex-

am paper needs to be re-marked please check with your teacher. If they agree then follow the pro-

cess given. Financial assistance is available if required. 

If unsure about any of this process please see Mrs Fox  

NZQA Resubmissions 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-results/reviews-and-reconsiderations/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Planners 
Student Planners—This Fortnight 

The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help 

their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over 

the coming fortnight:  

Social-emotional resilience is made up of optimism and hope for the future, regulating emotions, con-

trolling impulses, thinking flexibly, having empathy, self-belief and building social connectedness. What 

does each mean to you?  

When students enjoy honest and caring relationships with their families and friends, they are happy in 

themselves and able to look for the good things they are doing. This puts them in a position to make 

the most of teamwork and feel socially connected with a sense of belonging.  

Human beings are hard wired to be our best when cooperating with others to achieve things together. 

When we feel that others think that we matter, a powerful brain chemical, serotonin, is released into 

our bloodstreams to create feelings of self-worth.  

When we experience trusting and loving relationships, another brain chemical, oxytocin, is released to 

make us feel loved and special. Receiving and accepting developmental, non judgemental feedback 

from family, friends, coaches and teachers on how they are travelling, enables students to use their 

strengths to self-assess and then set process self-expectations to live by.  

The adolescent brain is a turbulent place, with the good decision making-centre, the pre-frontal cortex, 

not completely wired up. As such, while they can create emotions just like adults, they don’t yet have 

the capabilities to consistently control them, which often leads to any feedback being seen by students 

as criticism. Social-intelligence is an effective strength to use here.  

Acknowledgement: Diener & Biswas-Diener  



 

 

 

We will publish interim reports on 10th March. These give you a simple indication of how your student 

has started the year. Teacher interviews follow on Thursday 12th March from 4.00 - 7.00pm. Appoint-

ments are made on line and these will open from Monday  2nd March. 

To book your interviews, go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code in your browser, and enter the event 

code (65ate) . Then follow these three simple steps: 

First enter your name, your student's name, and your email address so that a copy of 
your interview times can be emailed to you. If you need to book for more than one stu-
dent, change the “Book for x students” setting, and enter the other student's name.  

 

On the next page, pick the student’s form class. 

 

Then you’ll see a timetable showing when your chosen teachers are available. Simply 

click on the times that suit you. 

 

When you have finished, your interview timetable will be emailed to you. You can return to the site and 
enter the event code (65ate)  again to change or cancel your interviews. 

If you don't have internet access or have any problems, please call  the school office (phone 6858 603).  

 

If you have any other questions please contact me.                                                                  

 

Denise Dooley 

 

 



 

Parent / Student Portal 
Our school website (www.mackcollege.school.nz) has a link to a student information portal for par-
ents. Parents and caregivers can access a wealth of information about their child’s progress and activi-
ty at school. An email should have arrived at parent’s home email addresses in the last few weeks that 
provides parents and caregivers with a unique username and password that grants access to infor-
mation about their student. This portal includes information such as effort grades, NCEA results (for 
senior students), calendars, daily notices and much more. 

If you did not receive this information or the passwords are faulty or incomplete, please contact the 
school office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Athletics Sports 

This full school event takes place on Wednesday 19th February on our school fields and all students 
are expected to compete throughout the day.  Regardless of your placing you will gain house points.    

Parents, caregivers and other supporters are welcome to attend to watch the action.  There will be a 
full schedule of events emailed out to parents closer to the time. 

 

Which house will collect the most points? 

 



 

       

 

Te Reo Maori for Beginners 

More and more often we see and hear greeting in te reo (the language) Māori.  

Here are some quick tips on what they mean, and some quick phrases to try. 

 

Morena!         Good morning! 

Ata mārie       Good morning 

Ahi ahi mārie  Good afternoon 

Po mārie   Good evening / good night 

 

Kia ora   Hi (informal) 

Tēna koe   Hello (formal - to one person) 

Tēna korua  Hello you two (formal - to two people) 

Tēna koutou  Hello everyone (formal - to many people) 

Haere rā   Goodbye (said to someone leaving) 

E noho rā   I’m outta here (said to a person staying) 

 

And one for the blokes to practice on Valentines Day… 

Ka nui taku aroha ki a koe   My love for you knows no bounds  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 
                                                 

 

Te Reo Maori for Beginners 


