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Upcoming Events:
Thurs. 6th Feb - Waitangi Day
Fri 7th Feb - Sat 8th Feb Coast
to Coast
Wed 12th Feb - School Picnic /
BOT Meeting

Principal’s Message
Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2020!
Our first week has kicked off with a hiss and a roar. Our senior students
have selected their courses and set their goals for the year, the year 7
students have had the school to themselves for two days (with the help
of an awesome year 13 peer support team), revised bus routes have
provided some challenges and we’ve had one day with all students on
board. After the busyness of this week, we are all looking forward to the
next looking more like a typical school week.
Also, on Tuesday evening, we celebrated the outstanding success of last
year’s NCEA students. We thought that the previous year’s endorsement
rates were great, but we were pleasantly surprised to see that this year’s
endorsements had sky-rocketed. A total of 43% of all senior student
enrolled at the end of the year earned Merit and Excellence endorsed
certificates! Another outstanding achievement by our students and a
result of which our community can be very proud.
I know that that the Principal’s Message is a highlight of the newsletter
but I invite you to now check out the rest of this document for more
details of the exciting events of the last few days.
Kia pai tō rā whakatā. Have a great weekend.

Coast to Coast
Best of luck to our Coast to Coast team - Alex Holmes, George Kerr and Declan Gardner. They are away
next weekend running, kayaking and cycling as they transverse the South Island in this epic multisport
event. Best of luck Team!

Coronavirus
Information from the Ministry of Education today regarding the Coronavirus outbreak has requested
schools to err on the side of caution.
We, therefore, request that any students who have recently been to China, or who have been in
close contact with someone confirmed with the virus, to remain at home for two weeks (14 days)
from the arrival date back into New Zealand.
We ask that parents / caregivers call the student office to inform us of any student that will be absent due to having been in China or having had contact with someone confirmed with the virus.
As always, anyone who is unwell should not be at school. If you have a particular concern about
your child, please contact Healthline at 0800 611 116 or your GP for medical advice.
Thank you for your understanding and support.
Jason Reid

Meet the Teacher Picnic
The annual Meet-the-Teacher Picnic will be held on Wednesday 12th February at 5.00pm.
We encourage both new and current families to meet our teachers, some also new to the
school. Keep this date free on your calendar.

Music Lessons
Students at Mackenzie College have the opportunity to learn a range of instruments. This
is considered part of a student’s education as they are required to attend lessons on
time, practise, and do theory homework, where necessary.
We offer individual and private tuition for violin, guitar, woodwind, brass, voice, keyboard, piano, drum kit, ukulele and bagpipes. Please note, there is a cost for some tuition and possibly a waiting list.
If students are interested in learning an instrument they need to collect a form from the
school office or contact Miss Thompson rachelt@mackcollege.school.nz
Music lessons will begin week 3 of the term.

BYOD
This year, our Year 9 students join the ranks of those bringing digital devices to every lesson. We have
had excellent success with our 2019 programme, thanks to the commitment from parents and caregivers.
If your child is in Year 9 - 12, and you require more information, or find accessing a device a challenge,
then please contact the school office. We are here to help.
Year 13 students will have access to limited numbers of devices in 2020 and are expected to bring their
machines from home to classes in order to supplement their lessons.
Jason Reid

School Policies (SchoolDocs)
Curious about school policies?
You can access Mackenzie College’s policies online here:
mackcollege.schooldocs.co.nz
Username: mackcollege
Password: mack7925

Peer Support
Welcome to our new Year 7’s.
Our Year 7’s for 2020 have had two days participating in subject classes and beginning
the Peer Support programme with our fantastic Year 13 students.
It’s been a wonderful two days and we are excited to have such a great group of Year 7’s
start their journey with us at Mackenzie College.

Student Planners
Student Planners—This Fortnight
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help
their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over
the coming fortnight:
Parent Wellbeing: With your fingers together, concentrate on your breathing and make them open and
close as you breathe in and out for five minutes try doing this activity several times cross a day.
As an adult, are there activities you are involved in where you lose track of time and you are totally immersed and engaged in the challenge you have? If so, what are you feeling? Is it enjoyable? Are you
able to think of anything else when you are in this state? If you haven’t had such experiences, Google
Chris Bliss to see him in the state described above, which is called flow.
The non-stop nature of electronic communication, means many students have fractured attention;
they find it almost impossible to deeply engage themselves because they are always awaiting another
message.

Encouraging students to fully engage themselves in activities where their skills match the challenge, will
create positive emotions in them to build their wellbeing. Providing a wide range of pursuits and learning activities for them to focus on using their skills to overcome a challenge will assist them to develop
the resilience skills of regulating their emotions and flexible thinking.
It is important to be aware of the following two possible dilemmas:
•

their skill level far exceeds the difficulty of the challenge and they become bored

•

their skill level is not high enough to overcome the difficulty of the challenge and they become
anxious

“Little minds are interested in the extraordinary; great minds in the commonplace.” Elbert Hubbard

Preliminary NCEA Results 2019
The first batch of results are in, and once again, our senior has produced phenomenal results. Of those
student enrolled at the end of the year:
• 97% of level 1 students passed (soon to be 100%)
•

92% of level 2 students passed (soon to be 100%)

•

90% of level 3 students passed

•

48% of level 1 students received the special award of merit and excellence endorsed certificates

•

A total of 43% of all level 1, 2 and 3 earned endorsements.

An outstanding effort which will only look better once the late entries get officially counted!

Congratulations to all the students who gained endorsements in 2019. They are pictured above at our
recent Endorsement evening, with family members.

Most procedures are free until a student turns 18. Students need to be enrolled with their chosen dentist.
The following website has helpful information on entitlements:
https://www.cdhb.health.nz/health-services/community-dental-service/

Athletics Sports
This full school event takes place on Wednesday 19th February on our school fields and all students
are expected to compete throughout the day. Regardless of your placing you will gain house points.
Parents, caregivers and other supporters are welcome to attend to watch the action. There will be a
full schedule of events emailed out to parents closer to the time.

Which house will collect the most points?

Welcome to all our new students

Welcome to our new Teachers
Mackenzie College is excited to add three new teachers to our team:
Denise Dooley: Denise arrives from Waimate High School, where she was Acting Deputy Principal. Here,
she takes on the roles of Deputy Principal and teacher of Biology. We also welcome her partner, Mike,
and their fluffy white Samoyed. (Google them, they are awesome).
Thomas Clitheroe: Thomas takes on our Head of Science role, and has Biology as his specialist subject
area. He most recently taught at Marlborough Girls’ College. We also welcome his partner, Phoebe and
their young family.
Kacy Cosgrove: Kacy is our new specialist teacher of senior Chemistry and Physics. Kacy and her partner, Cameron, have recently moved from the bustling metropolis of Christchurch. Welcome!

