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Upcoming Events:
Wed 6th Swimming Sports /
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Camps
Mon 11th Otago Poly Liaison Visit
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Principal’s Message
Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa, warm greetings to you all!
This is an epic time for the future of education in New Zealand. The
Tomorrow’s School Independent Taskforce has been active over the last
few weeks consulting groups across the country, concerning their recent
report.
Back in the 90’s, Boards of Trustees altered the way that schools function,
increasing the input that parents and the community have into their local
schools. The Taskforce’s 2018 report makes recommendations about
changes to the range of governance that Boards will have in their school.
However, the recommendations are not limited to Boards and
governance. Their proposal is that crown entities called ‘Education Hubs’,
have a say in our school’s finances, property, viability, and the hiring of
principals. This has the potential to have a major impact on schools in our
district.
It is important, therefore, that we have a strong voice in the upcoming
consultation process in order to balance the feedback from larger, city
schools. To assist with this, we are running a public discussion of the
Taskforce’s proposals on the evening of March 20th. Details of this
meeting can be found later in this newsletter.
Kia pai tō koutou rā, have a great day

Jason Reid - Principal

Lost Property
Pair of girls pink/blue New Balance sports shoes

Two new school jerseys Size 10 & 12

Blue camp chair

Small tent and poles– Red

3 x PE tops size S, size M size e14

Grey sleeping bag

Black bag with boy’s togs and towel

Girl’s brown school shoe

Mackenzie College singlet

Lime green wig

Clear Click Clack lunch box

Black & blue Nike drink bottle

Set of white ear phones

Black charger cord

Pair of black Slazenger rugby boots

Policies
One policy is due for review by parents this term. It sounds ominous, but it governs the school’s approach to drugs, alcohol and other harmful substances.
The Board of Trustees will use you feedback in their review of this important policy.
To access this document and add your comments, go to mackcollege.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm and
sign in with the username: mackcollege and the password: mack7925

Second hand Uniform
The Mackenzie College PTA is no longer selling second hand uniform items due to storage no longer being available.
Families may like to use Fairlie Recycles to sell or give away items from now on. All of the better, quality
donated items have been passed on to be sent to a charity in Fiji.

Mackenzie College PTA.

Wednesday Sport

PTA News
The PTA held the first meeting for the year on Monday 18th February and we have a few notices for
you:
Order kilts and grey shorts:
Please start thinking about winter uniform and order your kilts and grey shorts soon. Remember that
seniors now have the option of wearing shorts.

Thank you to Aya Scott:
The PTA would like to thank Aya Scott for looking after the second hand uniform sales so well and for so
long. You have been amazing, Aya! If you have second hand items to sell or donate in the future, we
suggest you use Fairlie Recycles.
School Jackets:
There has been a huge uptake in these with over 60 already purchased. The next order will be sent
away Wednesday 20th March. The jackets will arrive around two weeks later.
Please note that jackets will continue to be ordered through Jo O’Neill - jooneill37@xtra.co.nz
PTA AGM:

This will be held on Monday 25th March at 7pm in the Soft Tech rooms, and will be followed by dessert
and coffee. All new members are very welcome to join us.
Please consider joining the PTA , it’s a great way to meet and get to know other parents and help with
our fundraisers, which help your children while they are at college.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Jo O’Neill
PTA Chair

Board of Trustees Elections 2019
Mackenzie College has a dedicated Board of Trustees who are directly responsible for the creation of our
diverse and successful learning environment.
If you are even a little curious about this role or joining the team, we recommend you speak to a current
board member or the Principal. Alternatively, you can access an information pamphlet or a course enrolment form in this online folder: goo.gl/tphjrN
More information will be made available leading up to the trustee nominations in May.

Hillary Challenge Training

Rail Trail 2019
Mackenzie College enjoyed another successful Rail Trail recently:
Gold medals 2 day Duathlon Mixed Team: Niall Phillips, Ben Jordan, Katrina Guiney, Molli O’Neill.
Gold medals 2 day Boys MTB: Tom Slade, Luke Jordan.
Silver medals 2 day Duathlon Girls: Kate Burbery, Sophie Kerr, Emma Guiney, Maggie Holtham.
Silver medals 2 day Duathlon Boys : Hamish O’Connor, Angus Clarke, Kieran Harris, Ciaran Guiney.
Bronze medal 2 day Duathlon Boys: Ted Herlund, Marrek Hignett, Talen Hignett, Isamu Edmondson.
Thank you to all the parents and supporters who helped make this event so successful.

Student Planners
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help
their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over
the coming fortnight:
One component of Self Determination Theory (SDT) is competence, the feeling you can master something. Describe a time you have felt competent and how it motivated you. (Acknowledgement: Ryan
and Deci)
A key social-emotional resilience skill students need to negotiate the challenges of adolescence and
schooling is a healthy sense of self-belief in their self-worth as a person. This begins with accepting all
the aspects which make up who they are as a person, both those they like and those they don’t like.
Also, accepting that experiencing the full range of emotions is perfectly normal. To support these things
they can mindfully focus on using their top strengths in their every thought, word and action.
Effective ways to develop self-acceptance and self-belief in themselves include:
•

every day reflecting on and writing down three good things they are grateful for that happened,
why they happened, and how they can make them happen again.

•

every morning thinking of the three things they are most looking forward to today.

•

looking for opportunities to do little acts of kindness to do good, to feel good.

•

when they strive to bring out the best in others, they can’t help but bring out the best in themselves.

Conversations at home and at school about these things will enable students to develop as young citizens with spirit and confidence. Having self-doubts is perfectly natural, cultivating self-acceptance and
self-belief will overcome them.

Parents are encouraged to check and sign the student planners each week.

Tomorrow’s Schools Review
You are invited to a public discussion on the recommendations made by the Tomorrow’s School Independent Taskforce.
We will be briefly looking at the ‘8 Key Issues’ raised by the report before discussing the impact that
these recommendations may have on small rural schools. Our end goal is to look at effective ways to
have our community’s voice represented as part of their consultation.
Some of the topics that will be addressed are:
* Boards of Trustees
* Funding of schools
* Parent choice of schools
* Learning support
* Community input into property and financial decisions

* Employment of principals
* Merging of Ministry organisations (NZQA, ERO etc).
Join us at the College staffroom 7pm Wednesday 20th March.
If you would like more information beforehand, please go to www.conversation.education.govt.nz and
click on the ‘Tomorrow’s Schools’ section.
Jason Reid

We will publish interim reports on 5th March. These give you a simple indication of how your student
has started the year. Teacher interviews follow on Thursday 7th March from 4.00 - 7.00pm. Appointments are made on line and bookings opened on Monday 25th February.

To book your interviews, go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code in your browser, and enter the
event code (uacd4) . Then follow these three simple steps:
First enter your name, your student's name, and your email address so that a copy of
your interview times can be emailed to you. If you need to book for more than one
student, change the “Book for x students” setting, and enter the other student's name.

On the next page, pick the student’s form class.

Then you’ll see a timetable showing when your chosen teachers are available. Simply
click on the times that suit you.

When you have finished, your interview timetable will be emailed to you. You can return to the site
and enter the event code (uacd4) again to change or cancel your interviews.
If you don't have internet access or have any problems with making bookings, please call the school
office (phone 6858 603). If you have any other questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sue Mitchell

Production Progress

All roles are now cast! We will be starting Sunday rehearsals this weekend. Please check the rehearsal schedule at the back of the newsletter. All students involved have also been given a copy. If there
are any conflicts with rehearsal times then please email kathrynl@mackcollege.school.nz or lisaf@mackcollege.school.nz
We would love to hear from parents who could assist us in the following areas:
Wardrobe and make up
Set construction and painting

Prop creation/sourcing
Again please email one of the above teachers.

Production Rehearsal Schedule
Date

Time

Who

Place

27/2 - Wednesday

1:30 - 3

All cast

Music Room

3/3 - Sunday

1-4

Main roles

Music Room

10/3 - Sunday

1-4

Main roles

Music Room

13/3 - Wednesday

1:30 - 3

All cast (Year ⅞ on camp)

Music Room

17/3 - Sunday

1-4

Main roles

Music Room

20/3 - Wednesday

1:30 - 3

All cast

Music Room

24/3 - Sunday

1-4

All cast

Hall

27/3 - Wednesday

9-3

All cast

Music Room/Hall

28/3 - Thursday

9-3

All cast

Music Room/Hall

29/3 - Friday

9-1

All cast

Music Room/Hall

1:30 - 3

Main roles

3rd/4 - Wednesday

1:30 - 3

All cast

Hall

7/4 - Sunday

1-4

All cast

Hall

10/4 - Wednesday

1:30 - 3

All cast

Hall

14/4 - Sunday

1-4

All cast

Hall

17/4 - Wednesday

9-3

All cast

Hall

24/4 - Wednesday

9-3

All cast

Hall

28/4 - Sunday

1-5

All cast

Theatre

This is then Week 1 Term 2. Further rehearsals, probable all day ones will be called during this week. All students will be required except for those away on the Hillary Challenge.

