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Upcoming Events:
Thurs 25th Oct Aoraki Junior
Tennis / Inter house Basketball
Tues 30th Oct Young
Performers’ Concert
Wed 31st Oct Year 13
Assembly
Fri 2nd Nov Aoraki Sports
Awards

Principal’s Message
He kai kei aku ringa
There is food at the end of my hands (we make our own success)
Our students are a continual source of amazement. The vast range of
opportunities that they choose to take on is phenomenal. Having our
young people equipped with the skills, confidence and leadership gained
from these experiences makes me feel very positive about the future, and
the next generation.
A question I would like to raise is, do they know what awesome chapters
they are writing in the stories of their lives? I recently attended a very
thought-provoking seminar by Jehan Casinader which suggests that we
may need to remind our children (and ourselves) that our ‘life story’ is
invaluable for filling our lives with meaning.
Here is my attempt to summarise an epic seminar in a few brief
statements:
Young people are currently building a narrative, a story, of their lives. The
story already written, (the past events), has the ability to form themes
that we follow from here on.
Continued on page 2

Principal’s Message (continued)
Positive themes such as overcoming adversity or challenges, perseverance to achieve goals, entrepreneurial vision, the desire to enact social or environmental changes - will have a substantial impact upon
the future and give meaning and drive to our actions. Great stories have a character with a purpose
whose future actions are spurred on by events of their past or present.
The knowledge that we play the main character in our story, and we are also the author, is a massive
potential as a source of motivation. Encourage your children to write their own story and make it epic,
because if they don’t, someone else will write it for them and they may not enjoy the plot!

Jason Reid
Principal

Lost Property
Green / grey shirt Size L with palm tree design

‘Mackenzie Plastic Free’ bag with sports gear

School jerseys

Black and pink bike helmet

Girl’s white socks

Lime green tank top

Long sleeve white school shirt

Pink & black Asics shoes

Grey cardigan with lace top

Summer uniform shirt size 16

Girl’s black tights

Mackenzie rugby club t-shirt

Several drink bottles

Black & white Daredevil hoodie size 10

Short black socks & a red band sock

Navy blue long sock

Pair of black Van shoes

Silver pendant ‘Friends’

New Zealand Economics Competition
In Term 2, students in the Year 12 Commerce and Year 13 Economics classes took part in the NZ Economics Competition.
Students were asked 40 multi-choice questions about the NZ economy in a one hour test. Results were
received late last term with some outstanding placings. A Credit pass was gained by Sophie Anderson,
Alex Payne and Molly Anderson, which put them in the top 50% of students who took part. Mieka Taylor
gained a Distinction pass which is awarded to the top 20% of students and Nick Anderson gained a High
Distinction pass. This result placed Nick in the top 5% of students. Considering there were over 1000 students in each category, that was a fantastic result.
Nick was invited to Auckland to receive his certificate with the other High Distinction students during the
first week of Term 4.

Return of Trophies
Please return all trophies awarded at last year’s Prize Giving to the school office .
If you could clean them first (with Silvo), we would really appreciate it.

Summer Uniform
Summer uniform may be worn from Term 4.
For the first two weeks of Term 4, either summer uniform or winter uniform may be worn, but not a
combination of both.
All students are to be in summer uniform by Monday 29th October.

Coaches Cup Winter Tournament 2018
Earlier this year I was excited to hear that Mackenzie College was to return to the Coaches’ Cup tournament for boys’ hockey. The tournament was hosted by Greymouth and they did a great job of making
us all feel welcome.
Our first game of the week was against a well drilled team from Papanui High School in Christchurch,
who came second in last year’s competition. In a feisty and warp speed encounter, the sons of Mackenzie did themselves proud against a school with ten times the school roll, going down 4-3. Special mention to Hamish Lett for scoring arguably the goal of the tournament so far.
Tuesday was an opportunity for our team to stand up and be counted with two important games to
reach the playoffs. In the first game of the day against Roncalli, we just went through the motions, and
that showed on the scoreboard, going down 3-0. Roncalli’s desire and intensity to dominate us shone
far brighter than the blinding Greymouth sunrise, where we were as active as the local Pounamu reserves; motionless rocks in the middle field.
In the second game after some river swimming and rock climbing, the boys seemed to find their mojo
against a slick South Otago unit. In the game of the tournament so far with more drama than a toddler
dropping an ice cream, the score ended at 0-0. Talen Hignett was the player of the day and winner of
the watermelon water. He was awesome in defence, acting like he was 6 foot 8 and 120kg.

Day three for the boys in Gold and Green was a beauty. In arguably the game of the tournament, we
dominated from the warm up. Cue 7-1 later, game set and match and we’d won our first game. A trip
to Hokitika for an ice cream was probably just desserts.
Day four, and in arguably the game of the tournament so far, we came up against our colleagues sharing the Noah’s Ark Backpackers, Waitaki Boys. Much like Noah, there was action aplenty at the start
that strangely appeared to be loaded in pairs, then a flood of emotion on the water based turf. In the
end when the flood had subsided we had gone down 3-0 in the playoff game.
Our final match on Friday saw us playing for eleventh, but for all we were concerned, it was for an
Olympic Hockey Gold Medal. It has been argued by some that this was the game of the tournament.
Those who were arguing this were South Otago High School who belted us 7-9. A hard end to an otherwise successful and enjoyable campaign.
Special thanks to Simon Taylor, Jackie Phillips and Julie Dobbs.
Mark Ross

Student Planners - this fortnight
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help
their child make good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over the
coming fortnight:
Parent Wellbeing: With your fingers together, concentrate on your breathing and make them open and
close as you breathe in and out for five minutes. Try doing this activity several times a day.
As an adult, are there activities you are involved in where you lose track of time and you are totally immersed and engaged in the challenge you have? If so, what are you feeling? Is it enjoyable? Are you able
to think of anything else when you are in this state? If you haven’t had such experiences, Google Chris
Bliss to see him in the state described above, which is called ‘flow’.
The non-stop nature of electronic communication means many students have fractured attention; they
find it almost impossible to deeply engage themselves because they are always awaiting another message.
Encouraging students to fully engage themselves in activities where their skills match the challenge, will
create positive emotions in them to build their wellbeing. Providing a wide range of pursuits and learning activities for them to focus on, using their skills to overcome a challenge, will assist them to develop
the resilience skills of regulating their emotions and flexible thinking.
It is important to be aware of the following two possible dilemmas:
•

their skill level far exceeds the difficulty of the challenge and they become bored

•

their skill level is not high enough to overcome the difficulty of the challenge and they become
anxious
“Little minds are interested in the extraordinary; great minds in the commonplace.” Elbert Hubbard

NCEA Exams Start in Week 4 of Term 4
Term 4 always hits us with a rush of deadlines which can have the potential to overwhelm us. For Year
11-13 students, the big deadline is exams.
By now, they are expected to be in a regular study routine. Effective study is well planned, regular, focused and not too lengthy. A focused half hour twice a day starting now, will build their confidence
and not feel too demanding. It helps the students avoid last minute cramming and late nights, which
usually do more harm than good. The time spent studying will need to increase later and then slow
down in the day or so before the exam.
It might be a good time to talk about how you can support your student. We encourage students who
are in paid employment to reduce their hours at this time of the year.
We are here to help. Please get in touch if there is anything you think we need to know, or you want
from us. The earlier you do this, the sooner we can respond.
Senior students have an exam briefing with our Exam Centre Manager on Thursday 25th October at
8.55am in the hall. They can view their exam timetables on the NZQA website and the school NZQA
noticeboard.
The Mackenzie College Study Skills website was updated this year and has lots of useful tips and links.
Sue Mitchell

Mieka and Ginny’s top tips for study
Mieka and Ginny are the Mackenzie College Academic Leaders for 2018. We asked them what they
thought you should be doing to prepare:
1.

Start slow.

2.

Little and often - try to keep your sessions down to about 45 minutes so you don’t overload your
brain with too much information.

3.

Ask for help while we’re still at school now. The sooner you do this, the better.

4.

Break the topics into smaller, easier to manage bundles that you understand.

5.

Keep your notes organised and share notes with others to make sure you’ve covered everything.

There are some good websites if you are stuck while studying:


Learncoach



No Brain Too Small



Studytime



Quizlet



Education Perfect
Good luck!

Student Planners or Diaries
These are the books that students use to record their homework in and provide a communication channel between home and school. They cost families about $12 for each child.
As we move more and more into a digital age, companies make ‘apps’ and websites that replace paperbased communications. The planner / diary manufacturer has done just that, and we would like to invite
you to try it and send feedback to us.
Here are the details:
On a laptop or desktop to: http://learningcurve.app4.ws. There is no Android app yet (there is an iOS
app for i-phones, contact John Cruden if you would like those details).
Login as mum or dad:
USERNAME

PASSWORD

mum

5678

dad

1234

Login as a pupil:

USERNAME

PASSWORD

jimmy

demo

julia

demo

You’ll be able to see what it looks like as the parent of two pupils (Jimmy and Julia), as well as seeing
what it looks like from Jimmy and Julia’s point of view.
This digital diary would cost about the same to a family as the current one does, but we don’t have a
BYOD environment in Year 7&8, as our consultation with our community showed us that a majority did
not want it. So, there are problems, but it still looks like a product worth considering.
What do you think? Contact johnc@mackcollege.school.nz with your feedback.

John Cruden

Current Events Quiz
On the 20th September, 18 Year 9&10 students travelled to Timaru Girls 'High School for
the annual Central South Current Events Quiz. This event is run by the Otago Daily
Times and tests students’ knowledge on a range of current event topics. Taking part
were 55 teams from a range of schools from Ashburton to Oamaru. Our team of Angus
Neal, Awa Mangu and Jaidyn Braddick were placed 7th, with Hamish O’Connor, Cameron Dobbs and Hamish Johnson taking out 3rd place. Well done to all the teams.

Hamish Johnson, Hamish O’Connor and Cameron Dobbs.

Ideas Festival

Year 7 & 8 students attended the first ever Timaru Ideas Festival. The festival promoted Science,
Technology and the Arts.
The students will present their feedback at assembly next week.

Spirit Week Term 3

Commitment Effort Grade Awards Term 3
Congratulations to the following students who have shown commitment to their learning and have
gained an average of 4 or more in Effort Grades every fortnight during Term 3.
Ceara Harris

Kengo Edmondson

Amber Gallagher

Nick Anderson

Brisea Lagos

Simon Pasaol

Marrek Hignett

Amber Macquarie

Abbigail Murdoch

Maggie Holtham

Chloe Anderson

Hannah Bates

Sophie Anderson

Olly Holtham

Nick Brien

Tim Preston-Marshall

Lucy Barnes

Eilish McDonald

Nick Miles

Maya Edmondson

Liam Mackay

Caitlin Watson

Olivia Hollows-Booth

Jodi Johnson

Mac Holmwood

Zach Mills

Cassie Anderson

Cameron Dobbs

Mieka Taylor

Joe Brien

Quillan Gardner

Katrina Guiney

Abel Taylor

Kelty Payne

Hamish Johnson

Grace McHaffie

Ginny Kerr

Caitlin Holmes

Alex Payne

Izabell Tangimai

Riley Young

Millie Howat

Frances Pasaol

Mackenzie-May Woodrow

Jack Hellmrich

Kira Hendry

Lily Scully

Josh Boon

Casandra Pasaol

Talen Hignett

Bea Gorospe

Madison Tarver

Gemma Anderson

Avish Dutt

Ted Herlund

Poppy Geary

Teniesha Holdem

Isamu Edmondson

Julia Gibson

Bella Parke

Chisa Kawasaki

Molly Anderson

Elizabeth Tennent

Meg Murdoch

Luca Midgley

Lachlan Phillips

Haruki Kawasaki

Jamela Gorospe

Rhiley Reid

Rejoice Overcomer

Eliza Pudney

Emma Sheehan

Kaia McKenzie

Annie Shearer

Damian Clements

Isabelle Miles

Sam Roy

Jacob Heap

Andrew Wakelin

Marcia Adams

Harriette Herlund

Sherpa Scott

Declan Gardner

Lucinda Tennent

Jourdan Rhind

Kaleb O’Neill

Riley Kennedy

87 students and many more very close! A superb effort.
Picture on next page.

Commitment Awards

Music Scholarship
Sherpa Scott recently received the 2018 Midland Masonic Music Scholarship.
As part of receiving this award, Sherpa performed at a concert featuring scholarship winners in Ashburton last weekend.

Effort Grade Awards Term 3 Weeks 9-10
Dobson A

Dobson B

Hamish Johnson

Rhiley Reid

Molly Anderson

Olly Holtham

Amber Macquarie

Casandra Pasaol

Alex Payne

Cameron Dobbs

Gracie Hellmrich

Jack Hellmrich

Maggie Holtham

Jodi Johnson

Brisea Lagos

Eilish McDonald

Rejoice Overcomer

Kelty Payne

Frances Pasaol

Simon Pasaol

Tim Preston-Marshall

Josh Boon

Damian Clements

Katrina Guiney

Ceara Harris

Henry Irving

Abbigail Murdoch

Andrew Wakelin

Marcia Adams

Sophie Anderson

Marrek Hignett

Liam Mackay

Meg Murdoch

Lily Scully

Annie Shearer

Chloe Anderson

Lucy Barnes

Abel Taylor

Hannah Bates

Hudson Berge

Millie Howat

Grace McHaffie

Molli O’Neill

Emma Ross

Nick Brien

Kira Hendry

Zach Mills

Joe Mould

Elizabeth Tennent

Joe Brien

Avish Dutt

Taya Livesey

Nick Miles

Bella Parke

Caitlin Watson

Nick Anderson

Kengo Edmondson

Quillan Gardner

Ted Herlund
Amber Gallagher

Caitlin Holmes

Ginny Kerr

Madison Tarver

Mieka Taylor
Godley A

Godley B

Macaulay A

Macaulay B

Tasman A

Olivia Hollows-Booth Mac Holmwood

Izabell Tangimai

Sherpa Scott
Tasman B

Oscar Johnson

Sophie Kerr

Congratulations to the following students who won vouchers: Dobson: Rhiley Reid, Godley: Abel Taylor, Macaulay: Nick Anderson, Tasman: Oscar Johnson.

Koru Games
Mackenzie College recently attended the Koru Games to play Sevens Rugby. The games are a Year 7 & 8 sports tournament held in Lincoln with over 2000 students playing a large variety of sports.
Our team worked hard to show size did not matter. They improved their skills and had a great three days away. The
Sevens team won three games, lost three and drew one, to be placed 13th out of 19 teams. A big thank you to Stephen Ryall and Deanna Frank for helping over the three days.

Borrow Bags
The Year 7 & 8 classes have been busy over the last few weeks, designing and painting an
image for the Fairlie borrow bags. The image had to reflect our region of Mackenzie, but
uses ideas from an artist model. A big thank you to Heartlands for supplying the bags and
painting materials. Each student now has a bag they can take home and use in the community.

Andrew

Hannah

Supervised Study
Supervised study will be run
every Tuesday 3.20pm to 5.00pm in the computer room

Any enquiries to Ms Mitchell

