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Upcoming Events:
Aug 27th Workplace First Aid / Yr
10 Exams / Careers Expo
Aug 28th - 31st Senior Fashion
Trip
Aug 28th NCEA Info Evening
Aug 30th OE Alpine Instruction /
Lipsync
Aug 31st Mufti Day / Diploma
Morning Tea
Sept 3rd Winter Tournament
Week
Sept 5th / 6th Mt John Trip
Sept 5th Student Leader
Applications close / BOT Meeting

Principal’s Message
Last week I was privileged to attend a fascinating presentation by Dr Lucy
Hone, who works in a field called Positive Psychology. She aims to assist
schools in helping young people develop skills to prevent the need for
psychological assistance later in life. Here is part of her message that we
looked at in assembly this week:
Our brain is fantastic at filtering information. Right now we are receiving
millions of bits of information - smells, contact, vibrations, sounds, itches,
temperature and a vast volume of visual information (colours, textures,
shapes, symbols etc). However, we are only aware of a few of these at
one time. Our brain is very good at ignoring anything it is not actively
focussing on.
Unfortunately, we’re wired to focus on things that cause us to feel bad,
things that could harm us. In the past, it was detrimental for our
ancestors’ survival if they got so carried away with the field full of
beautiful daisies, that they ignored the hungry wolf trotting towards
them.
Therefore, we have to train ourselves to focus on the positives - and this
is a challenge because it does not come naturally to the majority of us.
Continued over the page...

Principal’s Message (cont)
To help develop the skill of seeing positives around us, try these two things:


Ask yourself, ‘What am I good at?’ We all have strengths which may include creativity, enthusiasm,
open-mindedness, honesty, gratitude, love of learning, humour, curiosity. Identify them and make
an effort to use them as often as possible.



Identify ten awesome things that happen each day, as they occur. They could be beautiful things, a
fun event, success in class, appreciation of friendships, sporting achievement, or a good joke. Eventually seeing the positive stuff becomes the norm.

To summarise, don’t focus on negatives. That comes naturally. Instead, identify and use the great things
that are happening all around you, every day.
Jason Reid
Principal

Thank you!
To Peter and Stephanie Wakelin of the Fairlie Four Square, for their continued support
of Mackenzie College in our fundraising pursuits.

Lost Property
Navy blue wool hat

Boys black shorts

School jerseys

Black jacket with name ’Natalie E’

Girl’s white socks

Black & grey bike helmet

Grey & lime green Nike shoes

Pink & black Asics shoes

Long sleeve white school shirt

Summer uniform shirt size 16

Grey cardigan with lace top

Mackenzie rugby club t-shirt

Girl’s black tights

Black & white Daredevil hoodie size 10

Several drink bottles

Maths Week 2018 Results
Congratulations to everyone for their efforts in this year’s Maths Week:
1st Godley
2nd Macaulay
3rd Tasman
4th Dobson

Effort Grades
We have had a few questions raised about effort grades in the last week, so here are some
answers to frequently asked questions:
My child isn’t good at a subject. Does that mean they’ll get poor effort grades?
Not at all. Effort grades are not based on academic performance or success. They are given
based on a student’s effort in each class. Outstanding effort is given a 5 regardless of the
level of achievement.
What exactly do these numbers mean? Isn’t the grading subjective?
Excellent question! The grades correspond to very specific criteria. We have summarised
them in the handy link below. If a student doesn’t understand why they received a low
effort grade, they should seek feedback from their teacher.
How do we know what subject my child needs to improve in to boost their average effort ?
The Mackenzie College Portal gives up-to-the-minute information on effort grades. This
site shows their average weekly effort grades and also each subject’s grades. These weekly
effort grades are averaged to provide the fortnightly effort grade that students get in formtime. Instructions for accessing the Portal can be found in the document below.
What is the teacher going to do to improve my child’s effort grade?
The teacher will provide feedback to a student on what they can do to increase their effort
in class. At Mackenzie College we want students to take an active role in their learning.
Effort grades are a valuable tool, giving each student a visible sign of their commitment to
their learning.
The Portal Effort Grade document can be found here: https://goo.gl/1GvwWA

Independent Learners Poster Competition
Mackenzie College is currently promoting thinking around what great learning looks like for students. As part of
this initiative, we are planning a Learning Poster competition for students, staff and parents. The intention is to
generate interest and discussion about what learning is and how students’ learning needs progress through their
years at school. The competition will open at the end of August, with a closing date of late September.
We have sent letters to Fairlie and Tekapo businesses asking if they would be willing to donate prizes for this competition. All contributors will be acknowledged when the prizes are presented and mentioned in the school newsletter.
If you would like to contribute to the prizes or have suggestions , please call the school or email
office@mackcollege.school.nz

Japanese Student Visit
Our sixteen visiting students were farewelled last Friday night. They had put a massive effort into their
performance, food and farewell letters. It was an emotional time for hosts, buddies, and our visitors.
This invaluable event would not have been possible without the support of our sixteen host families.
This year our hosts included a large number of people from the Mackenzie community who do not currently have students at the College. A big ‘Thank you!’ to them all.
Jason Reid

Shirley Boys High School
A group of talented young men treated the school to a range of jazz, rock, brass, ballads and more last
week. Thank you for including us in your tour of the South Island.

Student Planners - this fortnight
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help their child make
good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over the coming fortnight:

Parent Wellbeing: Grit is your long-term passion, persistence and self-regulation to achieve something you set out
to do. It is more important than intelligence and natural talent. Describe times you have shown grit to accomplish
something. The main thing students will be doing in their lives in the 21st century is learning. Combine this with
them being electronically connected 24/7 to a myriad of others, and we have a situation where they seldom slow
down enough to be in the moment, to think hard about what they are looking at. Teaching students to follow a
research process when doing projects, enables them to slow down to think hard about each step they are doing.
To support this process even further, you can ask them to identify and describe how they are thinking using
‘Habits of Mind’. Also, using the brain pathway building structure and prompting questions of ‘Thinking Tools’,
they can slow and deepen their thinking even more. Adopting these approaches cultivates effective research habits which include:
•

knowing what to do when they don’t know what to do.

•

relating to how it connects to their world.

•

identifying and finding the information they need to address it.

•

planning a time target to solve it.

•

analysing their findings and looking for bias and patterns

•

presenting what they learned clearly using Multiple Intelligences.

•

making sense of their thoughts and how it relates to their world.

•

making forecasts and predictions from their findings.
“If we knew what it was we were doing, it would not be called research, would it?” Albert Einstein

2019 Student Leadership Applications
Next year’s student leadership applications are now open.
Students in Years 11 & 12 are encouraged to collect an application form from the school
office.
Leadership at Mackenzie College is a fantastic opportunity to step outside your comfort
zone and lead our younger students. Applications are open for 2019 House leaders,
Committee Captains and Head students. If you have any questions, see Mr Nelson or Mr
Reid, or have a chat with us.
Tim Preston-Marshall & Harriette Herlund (Head students)

Daffodil Day Fundraiser
We are running a gold coin fundraiser next Friday, 31st August, for the Cancer Society.
Students are encouraged to wear a yellow item of clothing and contribute a gold coin
for this worthwhile cause.
A BBQ will also run at lunchtime and food can be purchased.
Sam Nelson

Parent-teacher interviews for Years 11-13 will be held on Wednesday 26th September from 4 to 6pm.
You can make your own interview bookings on line from Wednesday 29th August. Please be sure that
you know the names of the subject teachers before you get started. Teachers’ names will be on the reports which will be issued in Term 3.
If the time of the interviews is not suitable for you we will arrange a separate time. Please contact your
child’s dean to arrange this. To book your interviews, go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code in your
browser, and enter the event code v2dk8 then follow these three simple steps:
First enter your name, your student's name, and your email address so that a copy of
your interview times can be emailed to you. If you need to book for more than one student, change the “Book for x students” setting, and enter the other student's name.
On the next page, pick the teachers you want to meet.
First select the subject, then choose from the list of teachers.

Then you’ll see a timetable showing when your chosen teachers are available. Simply
click on the times that suit you.
When you have finished, your interview timetable will be emailed to you. You can return to the site and
enter the event code v2dk8 again to change or cancel your interviews.
If you don't have internet access or have any problems, please call Michelle Moore at the school office
(phone 6858 603). She will be able to make a booking for you.
Bookings will close at 1.30 pm on the day of the interviews so that we can give the teachers final lists of
their appointment times. You will not be able to log on to the site after that but will have your email of
details.
If you have any other questions please contact me.

Sue Mitchell

Mackenzie vs Roncalli - Rugby
Mackenzie College Under 14/15 vs Roncalli was Mackenzie College’s first rugby game played in the Mackenzie College First XV shirts in the College grounds since 2005.
It was a pretty close game in the first half but in the second half we started making holes and running
through Roncalli with a final score of 93-25 to Mackenzie College!
Zayne McLay

Mackenzie vs TBHS - Rugby
Mackenzie College fielded an under 15 team from Year 8-11. We were coached by Mr Nelson and Mr
Jordan.
Our first interschool game was against the strong TBHS A team at School Park on TBHS turf. We proved
to them what we could do at the start by pushing about 20-30 phases up the centre to score the opening points. TBHS hit us hard in retaliation though. We were down at half time by about three tries.
When the second half rolled round we were back into it, dominating around the rucks. We scored three
times and were in the chase for it but TBHS used fresh legs to their advantage out wide in the back line,
winning the game 36-47.
The rematch against TBHS was held on Mackenzie College grounds, with the school and locals supporting loud and hard. TBHS opened up the match with good pressure, putting them under the sticks.
We were down but kept our heads high as we scored two tries. After that it was pretty much back and
forth motion. In the end the game came down to seven tries a piece. The TBHS kicker was on point all
day and the final score came in at 41-45 to TBHS. It was a hard battle but we were happy with our
efforts, nearly knocking over a big school such as TBHS.
Daniel Dobbs

Effort Grade Awards Term 3 Weeks 3-4
Dobson A

Dobson B

Cassie Anderson

Hamish Johnson

Rhiley Reid

Molly Anderson

Olly Holtham

Amber Macquarie

Casandra Pasaol

Eliza Pudney

Cameron Dobbs

Gracie Hellmrich

Jack Hellmrich

Maggie Holtham

Jodi Johnson

Brisea Lagos

Eilish McDonald

Kelty Payne

Frances Pasaol

Simon Pasaol

Tim Preston-Marshall

Mieka Taylor

Josh Boon

Katrina Guiney

Ceara Harris

Luke Jordan

Abbigail Murdoch

Isaac Ryall

Melissa Smith

Sophie Anderson

Marrek Hignett

Haruki Kawasaki

Liam Mackay

Amy Hay

Talen Hignett

Lily Scully

Izabell Tangimai

Chloe Anderson

Lucy Barnes

Jacob Heap

Emma Sheehan

Hannah Bates

Hudson Berge

Stefan Gardner

Millie Howat

Grace McHaffie

Molli O’Neill

Niall Phillips

Emma Ross

Tom Slade

Gemma Anderson

Nick Brien

Kira Hendry

Joe Brien

Maya Edmondson

Isabelle Lett

Nick Miles

Caitlin Watson

Nick Anderson

Kengo Edmondson

Quillan Gardner

Ted Herlund

Lachlan Phillips

Jamela Gorospe

Olivia Hollows-Booth

Mac Holmwood

Talon Potter

Amber Gallagher

Bea Gorospe

Caitlin Holmes

Sam Roy

Jessica Hannagan

Oscar Johnson

Sophie Kerr

Mackenzie-May Woodrow

Julia Gibson

Ginny Kerr

Luca Midgley

Brooklyn Scott

Riley Young
Godley A

Godley B

Abel Taylor
Macaulay A

Zach Mills
Macaulay B

Tasman A

Tasman B

Madison Tarver

Congratulations to the following students who won vouchers: Dobson: Hamish Johnson , Godley: Lucy Barnes ,
Macaulay: Gemma Anderson, Tasman: Oscar Johnson.

Music Congratulations

Congratulations to Isaac Ryall, Molli O'Neil and Amy Hay for completing their Grade 1 piano theory exam .

Art Congratulations
Congratulations to Nick Brien, Simon Pasaol and Kelty Payne who won prizes at Artarama.
Congratulations also to Lucinda Tennent, whose drawing (see below) was selected for the finals of the National Youth Art Awards for 2018. This competition is open to all artists aged 15-27 years, so Lucinda has
done exceptionally well!

NCEA Information Evening for Year 10 Parents
All Year 10 students and parents are invited to a NCEA Information evening to be held on
Tuesday 28th August at 7.00pm in Room 2.
What is NCEA and how does it work?
What is an achievement or unit standard?

How many credits are needed to pass Level 1, 2 and 3?
What is a course endorsement?
If you want to learn more about NCEA and the qualifications your children are working
towards, then I would encourage you to attend.
Susan Fox

Supervised Study
Supervised study will be run
every Tuesday 3.20pm to 5.00pm in the computer room

Any enquiries to Ms Mitchell

