
 
Welcome back to a brand new term and what an exciting one it is for students. 
Over the next ten weeks, we have a wide range of cultural, art, music, 
leadership, and sporting events. Also, with exams starting from week 4, I’m sure 
that our Year 10 and 13 students are studiously working every evening in 
preparation. 
Here is a snippet of a few of the upcoming events to watch out for: 
 The ‘Arty Party Smarty’ Art auction - a big thank you to all students, 

community and national contributors to this epic fundraising event. Be 
sure to mark August 9th on your calendar now. Don’t miss out. 

 The Tsurugaoka High School students are visiting us over three weeks. A 
big welcome to them! 

 A massive ‘Snowsports’ team is taking advantage of our weekly ski and 
snowboard training every Wednesday this term. 

 The iconic ‘Lip Synch’ musical battle takes place on the evening of the 30th 
of August. Staff are already making plans to take down the Year 13s. 

 Sports teams travel around the South Island in week 7 to compete against 
other secondary schools during Winter Tournament week. Best of luck! 

 Applications for the 2019 student leadership positions open on  the 23rd 
of August. Encourage those year 11 and 12 leaders. Don’t be shy, apply! 

 The term ends on ‘Spirit Week’, with the Student Council organising epic 
house competitions and themes galore. 

If you want to know more, keep an eye on our brand new website’s event 
calendar at www.mackcollege.school.nz/evenets-calendar/. This calendar 
updates daily, keeping everyone up to date. 

                                                                                                         Jason Reid 
                                                                                                         Principal 
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PTA Meeting 

Lost Property 

We hope everyone enjoyed the recent two week break and made the most of the lovely weather. 

Our next PTA meeting is next week, Tuesday 31st July at 7.30pm in the school board room. 

Please come along and support this group. It is a good way to meet new people and to contribute to 

your child’s school. 

                                                                                                                  Jo O’Neill 

                                                                                                                  PTA Chair 

Otago drink bottle with orange lid One black and white Allstar sneaker 

Green drink bottle x 3 White school top x2 

Black Kathmandu jacket with red trim Pair of grey/black smart wool socks 

Two pots returned from Year 9 Camp Black knee brace left at Wednesday night Netball 

Red white and black bike helmet and a black and  

pink helmet 
Front runner training jacket XC Team 

Necklace with silver pendant Pompom from winter hat 

Black Active brand jacket size small Navy blue pom pom hat 

Bond brand pink 3/4 sleeve T shirt Red zip front hoodie size child's 

Tsurugaoka High School Visit 

Sixteen students  from Tokyo arrive in Fairlie on Saturday for a three-week stay at Mackenzie Col-

lege. They will be joining our Year 10 and 11 classes as they immerse themselves in the English 

language and rural New Zealand culture. 

The students will be welcomed to the district at a Powhiri in the school hall this Monday at 

10.40am. If you would like to join us for this ceremony, please meet outside the Soft Tech block at 

10.30am.   

Thank you to all the host  families and student buddies for your contribution to this programme. 

This year we have a large number of our wider community hosting students - without your sup-

port this event would not have been possible. 



 

   Enrolling at a Tertiary Institution for 2019 
    

The time is now! 

We have been running ’Clinics’ in the Computer room after school on Tuesdays and one 
lunchtime per week to assist students with this process. The times for these sessions are 
also advertised in the daily school newsletter. 

There  is a deadline of August 15th for most universities. We are also assisting with enrol-
ments for Polytechnics for 2019.   Accommodation applications are also being covered in 
these sessions, with the deadline for most of these being late September.           

The next important dates are in October where students will learn if they have been ac-
cepted into a college / hall etc. Assistance for Studylink loan applications will be available 
later in the year. 

 

                      

Scholarships and Grants 
 

Funding the  future 

It’s expensive. Even with the Government paying the first year of tuition fees, it will still 
cost over $14,000 for a place in a hall or a college. 

During our ‘Clinics’ we also search and apply for relevant scholarships. More of these be-
come available in October and November. 

Any queries about our ‘Clinics’, please contact John Cruden via 
johnc@mackcollege.school.nz 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Safety for Parents 
Online safety for parents is more important than ever. As young people begin to spend 

more time online, it’s important that parents start to teach them how to stay safe. So, 

how do you get started? Over the next few newsletters, we will be providing information 

from Netsafe NZ. Below are tips 8, 9  and 10 that follow on from the last newsletter tips 

for parents. 

8. Online Bullying: 

One in five young people in New Zealand have been the target of online bullying. Teach 

your child what to do if they’re targeted online, so they have the tools to deal with it if it 

happens. Ask them what advice they’d give a friend who is experiencing online bullying. 

This is a good way to understand how they would deal with these kinds of situations if 

they were to experience it themselves. 

9. What about ‘Sexting’? 

When it’s appropriate, you should talk to your children about the risks of sharing person-

al information and sexual images and what can happen to those photos or videos once 

created and shared. 

10. What if something does happen? 

Let them know the options that are available to them - talking to a trusted adult, their 

school or Netsafe. We have a team of friendly people offering free and confidential ad-

vice for everyone in New Zealand. We can help young people with online bullying, abuse, 

harassment and other challenges they might face online. Let them know we can help. 

If they come to you for help, count to ten  before you react. When young people ask for 

help from adults, it’s important to understand this was a big decision. If you overreact or 

take away the technology, then you’re less likely to be the first port of call next time 

something happens. Focus on fixing the issue, not punishing or confiscating their devices. 

If you need help or advice about any online issue, you can contact Netsafe. 

 



 

     This week in Pastoral form time, students have been reflecting on Term two as they move forward 

into Term three. Students have been encouraged to identify areas that they need to address (if any), and 

also to be proud of their accomplishments in Term two.  Ask your child to share these accomplishments 

with you at home. Around the dinner table or travelling in the car, ask your child ‘What were your ac-

complishments for Term two?’ 

Setting Term three goals are important if students want to make strides in areas that they wish to focus 

on. Students have written their goals for this term in their student planners. As parents, encourage your 

son or daughter to share these with you. 

75 students received Commitment Awards at assembly on Wednesday for excellent effort grades in 

Term two. I am sure many of our students will want to achieve this again. If you just missed out then 

maybe gaining this award next time round could be your goal.                                   

                                                                                                                                                                     Sam Nelson 

 

Term 3 Snowsports 

 

 

 

 

 
Term 3 Wednesday sport Snowsports got off to an excellent start this week, with ideal weather condi-

tions and lots of enthusiasm. 

 

Goal Setting 



NZ Wide NCEA Review 
The Government is looking at ways to strengthen NCEA that will benefit all our young 
people and urge everyone to take part in a nationwide discussion to help to make it hap-
pen. In the words of one expert, ‘NCEA is good, but we want to make it great’. We are 
assured that NCEA is not about to go away! See https://conversation.education.govt.nz/
conversations/ncea-have-your-say/ for more information. 

Over the next few months, they want to hear from thousands of people across New Zea-
land from a range of backgrounds. Everyone with an interest in NCEA is invited to share 
their experiences and ideas. In English or Te Reo Māori, online or on paper, at 
workshops or hui, or through social media - you choose. You can access these at https://
conversation.education.govt.nz/conversations/ncea-have-your-say/get-involved-today/. 

 

Here at Mackenzie College we have set up a display of some of the material and 
information that has been supplied in the office area. We also have some copies of an 
information leaflet for further reading. 

 

There is a huge focus on involving young people in this review and four competitions 
have been designed to encourage them to take part. Nationwide, there are over  $35000 
in prizes available. Information can be found at https://conversation.education.govt.nz/
conversations/ncea-have-your-say/make-your-mark-competition. 

Mieka Taylor and Ginny Kerr, as this year’s Academic leaders, are promoting these 
competitions and are keen to support some team and individual entries. Their 
presentation at assembly this week, encouraged students to get involved and two teams 
are completing entries this week for the first competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARTy AUCTION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Head girl, Harriette Herlund, holds an art work from the Prime Minister The Rt Hon Jacinda Adern, to be 
auctioned at the College on August 9th. 
 
We hope everyone has the date in their diaries. We are working hard and organisation is well under way 
for what will be an evening celebrating art and our clever students. 
 
As well as students’ work for sale, we have been very fortunate to receive works from emerging and es-
tablished artists in our community. We have received a very generous donation of a large work by artist 
Charlie Millar of 77Art and Living. Together with partner Bella, he has also generously donated a prize 
for our ‘Adults Colouring Competition’.  Do you have your entries in? 
 
We also have a ‘Guess the Painter’ competition on the night, of works by the teachers of Mackenzie Col-
lege. 
 
Please support this fund raising effort. Come on the night, bid furiously and fill those blank spaces on 
your walls with new artwork. 
 
Any enquiries to: 
Lorraine Herlund 0272 330002 
Sue Tennent 0210 461851 
Claire Hignett 0273 910127 
 

 



Yr 11-13 Examinations and Assessments 

This year these exams and assessments will run from Friday 17th August to Tuesday 

21st August 

• During this time, students are required to attend school for each of their scheduled as-
sessments. At other times they can study at home or in a supervised study room at 
school.  

• Students are to wear uniform and bring the requirements for each exam (pens, rulers, 
calculators) in a small clear plastic bag. 

• Morning assessments will run from 9.10am to 12.10pm and some afternoon assessments 
from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. If an afternoon assessment lasts until 4.00pm, bus students will 
need to make special arrangements to get home. 

• Students will soon be given a timetable, which will include the time of each examination. 

• If a student is unwell and cannot attend an assessment, please contact the school office 
as usual. The assessment will be run when the student returns to school. 

• Some students may have an individualised programme for these two days. These stu-
dents and their parents / caregivers will be contacted about this. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact the class teachers or me. 

                                                                                                                                         Sue Mitchell 

 

 

NCEA Information Evening for Year 10 Parents 
 

All Year 10 students and parents are invited to a NCEA Information evening to be held on 

Tuesday 28th  August at 7.00pm in Room 2. 

More information will be available in the next newsletter. 

 



 

This year’s exams will run Thursday 23rd August to Tuesday 28th August. Students will 

have a 2 hour exam in each of Mathematics, Social Studies, Science and English. They will 

start the day with an exam in the first 2 periods. A letter will be sent to parents with more 

details early next week. Preparations for the exams started on Monday and Tuesday. 

                                                                                                             Sue Mitchell 

Policy Review - Parent Consultation 
Mackenzie College has moved its policy structure across to an online platform. This allows 

parents to more easily access the policies and procedures that the school uses for its eve-

ryday activities. This system also allows us to ask parents what they think of these poli-

cies. Each term we will be reviewing a number of policies. Parents are free to comment on 

each policy under review . This will provide a variety of information for the Board of Trus-

tees to determine if the policy is satisfactory, or whether changes need to be made. 

To access your ability to add a comment to each policy: 

1. Visit the website mackcollege.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 

2. Enter the username (mackcollege) and password (mack7925).  

3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

4. Read the policy. 

5. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

6. Select the reviewer type ‘Parent’. 

7. Enter your name (optional). 

8. Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don’t have internet access, the school office staff can provide you with printed cop-

ies of the policy and review form. 

 

Year 10 Exams 



 

Self Defence Sessions 

Last term our Year 7 and 8 girls participated in the Girls’ Self Defence Project. The pro-
gramme is designed to teach the girls basic physical techniques, reinforce assertion and 
boundary setting skills, verbal techniques and staying safe.  Our girls learned an incredi-
ble amount over the day and a half programme. A big thank you to Chris Vogel for run-
ning the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BYOD Evening 

 

Digital device use by our Year 9 & 10 students seems to be a great success, and it’s time to introduce 
our future Year 9 students to the programme. 

Therefore, here is  advance notification of a BYOD evening at 7.30pm on Wednesday 26th September, 
in the Soft Tech rooms. Although this evening is designed for parents of current Year 8 students, any-
one who is curious about BYOD is welcome to attend. We will be discussing parental concerns, what 
BYOD currently looks like in our classrooms, advice about devices and procedures the school has to 
keep devices and children safe. 

 



Congratulations to the following students who have shown commitment to their learning and have gained 
an average of 4 or more in Effort Grades every fortnight during Term 2.  See the group photograph on the 
front page. 

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                   

75 students and many more very close! A superb effort. 

 

Commitment  Term 2 - Effort Grade Awards 

Lucy Barnes Abbigail Murdoch Maggie Holtham Eliza Pudney 

Marrek Hignett Ginny Kerr Sam Roy Chloe Anderson 

Amber Gallagher Talen Hignett Bea Gorospe Nick Anderson 

Kengo Edmondson Riley Young Haruki Kawasaki Tim Preston-Marshall 

Gemma Anderson Sophie Anderson Amber Macquarie Cassie Anderson 

Nick Brien Emma Sheehan Olly Holtham Ceara Harris 

Maya Edmondson Chisa Kawasaki Joe Brien Katrina Guiney 

Mac Holmwood Bella Parke Casandra Pasaol Mackenzie-May Woodrow 

Jamela Gorospe Jack Hellmrich Meg Murdoch Jodi Johnson 

Millie Howat Simon Pasaol Mieka Taylor Hannah Bates 

Brisea Lagos Nick Miles Kira Hendry Liam Mackay 

Caitlin Watson Alex Reid Elizabeth Tennent Isaac Ryall 

Luca Midgley Jacob Heap Josh Boon Zach Mills 

Alex Payne Ted Herlund Eilish McDonald Damian Clements 

Hamish Johnson Amy Hay Kaia McKenzie Ben Boon 

Annie Shearer Isamu Edmondson Gracie Hellmrich Emma Burbery 

Poppy Geary Molly Anderson Frances Pasaol Julia Gibson 

Olivia Hollows-Booth Isabelle Miles Lachlan Phillips Avish Dutt 

Cameron Dobbs Lachlan Hurst Kelty Payne  



 

3DLE Next Week 
Just a reminder that Term 3 3DLE is next week 1st to 3rd August. 

Students - please make sure you are prepared for your event. 

Parents - please remember that school will finish at 1.30pm on Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Supervised Study - Term 3 

Supervised study begins 7th August 

Every Tuesday 3.20pm to 5.00pm in the computer room 
 

 

 

 

Any enquiries to Ms Mitchell 

 

Mid Year Excellence Awards Assembly 

This year we are trialling a new process for presenting subject excellence awards in 

assemblies. We will have one special assembly to award them in all subjects. 

Parents are welcome to attend this event on Friday 10th August starting at 

12.30pm in the hall. 


