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Principal’s Message
Tama tu tama ora, tama noho tama mate
An active person remains healthy. Not so active, not so healthy.
Welcome to the last newsletter of the term! The year is flying by primarily due to
the diversity of activities that each week contains - life is never dull. The
opportunities our students choose to be involved in is outstanding. Well done to
them all.
Here is a snippet of some of the highlights of the last two weeks:

EPro8 - our Year 9 students represented us at the latest Tech Challenge
and took away the trophy against fierce competition in Christchurch.

Prom - the Prom Committee and PTA produced outstanding results in
trialling a new venue and with a unique culinary focus.

Year 12 Leadership Camp - our senior student leaders are currently away
training in preparation for Year 13 duties in 2019.

Netball - as well as this week’s school-wide inter-house competitions,
Mackenzie College A team won their relegation match. Congratulations.
We hope that you enjoy the rest of your newsletter which covers many other
events of the last fortnight and some that are coming up.
Ngā mihi nui, greetings to you all.
Jason Reid - Principal

Year 7 - 10 Reports
Year 7-10 reports are due to be emailed by Tuesday 3rd July. There will also be an information letter for parents of Year 7 and 8 students which will explain the new Mackenzie
Steps in more detail.
Teacher interviews are to be held in the first week of next term on Thursday 26th July.
Please see the next page for instructions on booking your interviews. Parents of Year 7
and 8 students should make a double slot for appointments with Mrs Claire Miles and
Mrs Kathryn Lett.
Sue Mitchell

Lost Property
Otago drink bottle with orange lid

One black and white Allstar sneaker

Green drink bottle x 3

White school top x2

Black Kathmandu jacket with red trim

Pair of grey/black smart wool socks

Two pots returned from Year 9 Camp

Black knee brace left at Wednesday night Netball

Red white and black bike helmet and a black and
pink helmet

Front runner training jacket XC Team

Necklace with silver pendant

Pompom from winter hat

Black Active brand jacket size small

Navy blue pom pom hat

Bond brand pink 3/4 sleeve T shirt

Red zip front hoodie size child's

One boy’s sock

Year 7-10 interviews will be held on the Thursday 26th July from 4.00pm to 7.00pm.
Please be sure that you know the names of the subject teachers before you get started. Teachers’
names are on the reports.

To book your interviews, go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code in your browser, and enter the event
code u6j7x. Then follow these three simple steps:
First enter your name, your student's name, and your email address so that a copy of your
interview times can be emailed to you. If you need to book for more than one student, change
the “Book for x students” setting, and enter the other student's name.
On the next page, choose the teachers you want to meet.
First select the subject, then choose from the list of teachers the “Book for x students” setting,
and enter the other student’s name.

Then you'll see a timetable showing when your chosen teachers are available. Simply click on
the times that suit you.

When you have finished, your interview timetable will be emailed to you. And you can return to the site
and enter the event code u6j7x again to change or cancel your interviews.
Bookings will close at 11.30 am on the day of the interviews so that we can give the teachers final lists of
their appointment times. You will not be able to log on to the site after that but will have your email of
details.

If you don't have internet access or have any problems, please call Michelle Moore at the school office
(phone 6858 603). She will be able to make a booking for you.

Sue Mitchell

Online Safety for Parents
Online safety for parents is more important than ever. As young people begin to spend more time
online, it’s important that parents start to teach them how to stay safe. So, how do you get started?
Over the next few newsletters, we will be providing information from Netsafe NZ. Below are tips 6 and
7 that follow on from the last newsletter tips for parents.
6. Setting up social media:
How old should children be before they get a social media account? The minimum sign up age for Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and YouTube is 13. Of course, if they’re under the age minimum it’s
always better that they are honest with you about using an app or site, rather than doing it behind your
back. This way you can help them to stay safe online.
Tips for setting up social media accounts
1.

Make sure you’ve taught them the online safety basics (earlier newsletter).

2.

Help your child set up the account.

3.

Depending on their age, use your email address to sign up.

4.

Enter their actual birth year so they’re less likely to see inappropriate content.

5.

Become their friend, or follow them.

6.

Teach them about the safety tools available.

7. Give them the tools they need:
Most social media organisations have a safety centre with tools for staying safe online. Take a look at
the safety centres of the apps or websites your child uses, and teach them how to use the tools available.
Start with how to block people, how to report content and how to use the privacy settings.
Social media safety centres:

Facebook

Snapchat

Instagram

YouTube

Twitter

Student Planners
The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help their child make
good use of their planner. Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over the coming fortnight:

Parent wellbeing: Mindfulness is about connecting with yourself and the present moment. To achieve
this, you need to find unplanned and unstructured time.
There are many stressors which trigger negative emotions in students which:


Cause anxiety in them about their capabilities to cope with peer issues and study demands.



Unfortunately, often they speak up about not coping when they are about to implode and give up.



Having a number of positive coping strategies to reduce these anxious feelings is essential for their
wellbeing.



Introducing them to new approaches provides them with opportunities to adopt growth mind-sets
to create their own strategies.

Adolescents on the whole are not comfortable immediately asking for help from adults:


Therefore, it is important to take the initiative and raise the issue.



Positive coping strategies are little positive actions which relieve pressure and they vary from student to student.

Positive coping strategies fall into four general categories. These are:


Exercise - anything that lifts the heart rate



Positive self-talk - personal assertive I can and I will statements that work for the individual.



Personal support - a trusted adult; their champion who will stick with them.



Meditation - mindfully focusing their consciousness on breathing and their thoughts.

Wisdom is not knowing what to do now, but what to do next.

NZ Wide NCEA Review
The Government is looking at ways to strengthen NCEA that will benefit all our young
people and urge everyone to take part in a nationwide discussion to help to make it happen. In the words of one expert, ‘NCEA is good, but we want to make it great’. We are
assured that NCEA is not about to go away! See https://conversation.education.govt.nz/
conversations/ncea-have-your-say/ for more information.
Over the next few months, they want to hear from thousands of people across New Zealand from a range of backgrounds. Everyone with an interest in NCEA is invited to share
their experiences and ideas. In English or Te Reo Māori, online or on paper, at
workshops or hui, or through social media - you choose. You can access these at https://
conversation.education.govt.nz/conversations/ncea-have-your-say/get-involved-today/.
If you are keen to attend a meeting in person, there is a community consultation in
Timaru on 25th July. To find more information and to register for catering for the event,
please use this link:
https://e.core-ed.org/registration/nceahaveyoursaytimaru18#/915/4/start
Here at Mackenzie College we have set up a display of some of the material and
information that has been supplied in the office area. We also have some copies of an
information leaflet for further reading.
There is a huge focus on involving young people in this review and four competitions
have been designed to encourage them to take part. Nationwide, there are over $35000
in prizes available. Information can be found at https://conversation.education.govt.nz/
conversations/ncea-have-your-say/make-your-mark-competition.
Mieka Taylor and Ginny Kerr, as this year’s Academic leaders, are promoting these
competitions and are keen to support some team and individual entries. Their
presentation at assembly this week, encouraged students to get involved and two teams
are setting themselves up already.

ARTy AUCTION
The organisation is well under way for this years’ PTA bi-annual fundraising Art Auction
to be held in the College hall on Thursday the 9th of August 2018.
We are very excited to have received a work from the Prime Minister, The Rt. Hon.
Jacinda Ardern, and are hopeful of receiving works from other notable New Zealanders
for the auction.
Now it's your turn!
We are calling for donations of art works including sculpture, photography and print making, as well as paintings and drawings of any size, to be sold along with the student's
work. If anyone is feeling 'arty', or knows an arty person, please consider asking for a
work from them to help our efforts.
This event is a major fund raiser for the school and we hope that all the families support
it with donations of works or by attending on the night.
Works will need to be with us by the end of July, to allow for their inclusion in the sale .
If you have any questions please contact:
Lorraine Herlund ph. 0272 330002
Sue Tennent ph 0210 461851
Claire Hignett ph 0373 910127

Host Families for Japanese Students
Thank you to all the people who have agreed to host students. We really appreciate
your generosity and look forward to the visit. They currently have enough host families,
but if you are interested in hosting a student in the future, please contact:
Sharryn Reid - sharrynr@mackcollege.school.nz - 027 234 8233
Or
Aya Scott - ayascott@gmail.com - 022 360 9959

Digital Technology Parents’ Evening
The college held the first of a series of information and discussion evenings for parents
on the 20th June. A large number of items were discussed around three main subjects:
how to keep connected to your children’s (digital) school work, how to remain safe
online and the new digital curriculum.

Access to the brochure we used on the evening can be found here: goo.gl/W7zZyg. This
provides basic information on accessing students’ digital work documents.
Information on the 10 Cyber Safety Tips for parents can be found in the last few newsletters or here: www.netsafe.org.nz/online-safety-for-parents
Information on the new Digital Curriculum can be found here: http://
elearning.tki.org.nz/Teaching/Curriculum-areas/Digital-Technologies-in-the-curriculum

Open Day
Our official 2018 Open Day has come and gone, but what people may not know is that
Mackenzie College is open for personal tours on any school day.
We are proud to showcase our school for any parent or family who is curious about
whether Mackenzie College is a good fit for their child’s secondary education. Give us a
call and see our classes in action.

Year 10 Exams
The exams for Year 10 students this year have been shifted from very early in Term 3 to
the middle of the term, running 23rd - 28th August.
Two hour exams will be run in each of the following: English, Mathematics, Social Studies
and Science, with more details sent home in a letter early next term.
Sue Mitchell

Policy Review - Parent Consultation
Mackenzie College has moved its policy structure across to an online platform. This allows
parents to more easily access the policies and procedures that the school uses for its everyday activities. This system also allows us to ask parents what they think of these policies. Each term we will be reviewing a number of policies. Parents are free to comment on
each policy under review . This will provide a variety of information for the Board of Trustees to determine if the policy is satisfactory, or whether changes need to be made.
To access your ability to add a comment to each policy:
1. Visit the website mackcollege.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm
2. Enter the username (mackcollege) and password (mack7925).
3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed.
4. Read the policy.
5. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page.
6. Select the reviewer type ‘Parent’.
7. Enter your name (optional).
8. Submit your ratings and comments.
If you don’t have internet access, the school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and review form.

Effort Grade Awards Term 2 Weeks 7-8
Dobson A

Dobson B

Godley A

Godley B

Cassie Anderson

Emma Guiney

Hamish Johnson

Olly Holtham

Amber Macquarie

Casandra Pasaol

Eliza Pudney

Shay Young

Cameron Dobbs

Gracie Hellmrich

Jack Hellmrich

Maggie Holtham

Jodi Johnson

Brisea Lagos

Eilish McDonald

Rejoice Overcomer

Frances Pasaol

Tim Preston-Marshall

Simon Pasaol

Riley Young

Josh Boon

Damian Clements

Katrina Guiney

Ceara Harris

William Heap

Abbigail Murdoch

Eden Prosser

D’Arcy Ratahi

Isaac Ryall

Sophie Anderson

Marrek Hignett

Haruki Kawasaki

Ben Boon

Amy Hay

Talen Hignett

Meg Murdoch

Chloe Anderson

Lucy Barnes

Jacob Heap

Riley Kennedy

Hannah Bates

Isamu Edmondson

Millie Howat

Gemma Anderson

Nick Brien

Elizabeth Tennent

Joe Brien

Maya Edmondson

Declan Gardner

Chisa Kawasaki

Isabelle Lett

Nick Miles

Bella Parke

Caitlin Watson

Nick Anderson

Kengo Edmondson

Ted Herlund

Poppy Geary

Jamela Gorospe

Olivia Hollows-Booth

Mac Holmwood

George Waymouth

Kyle Bell

Amber Gallagher

Bea Gorospe

Conner Potter

Sam Roy

Jessica Hannagan

Mackenzie-May Woodrow

Ginny Kerr

Mackenzie Tarver

Emma Sheehan
Macaulay A

Macaulay B

Tasman A

Tasman B

Madison Tarver

Congratulations to the following students who won vouchers: Dobson: Jack Hellmrich, Godley: Talen Hignett,
Macaulay: Isabelle Lett , Tasman: Sam Roy.

Senior Art Trip
This week, Year 11-13 Senior Art students visited Craighead School to see the Top Folio exhibition that tours the country. They came away full of ideas and inspiration. It is always
worthwhile for students to see these folios first hand and to gain an insight into what it
takes to achieve at this level.
The next stop was the Aigantighe Art Gallery to see their current show, ‘Beasts and Creatures’, featuring a wide range of New Zealand art that explores these subjects.

2018 Prom
Mackenzie College recently held their annual school prom. The Enchanted Forest themed prom was very
successful thanks to the efforts of the community.
We would like to specially thank the members of the PTA, who catered amazing food on the night.
Thank you to Farmlands, Olivia from the Little Red Fox, Jane Staley from Tekapo Wedding and Event
Hire, and our teachers (particularly Mrs Parke and Miss Thompson) for all their help. We would also like
to thank the school’s caretaker, Mr Faith and groundsman, Reuben Pullar, for helping with the set up.
Thank you to all the families who provided Christmas trees that made up our enchanted forest.

It was a fantastic night, and a highlight of the school year. The school hall was transformed and the foggy
weather added to the ambience of our enchanted forest. Thanks to everyone who braved the cold to
come and support our special night.

