
Dear Students, Parents, Staff and Community 
Cottage meetings concluded on Wednesday night, and we would like to 
thank the attending parents (and sometimes students) for their valuable 
feedback over these four meetings. The meetings have provided a vast 
amount of information to reflect upon as we plan the future direction of 
the college. Look for a summary of these discussion points which we will 
publish in the upcoming newsletter.  
 
Congratulations to our Hillary Challenge team for showing pure 
Mackenzie grit in tackling the additional challenge of a last-minute 
invitation to this epic competition. Well done, you did the district proud in 
representing us in this iconic national event. We must also acknowledge 
the invaluable support of Mr Taylor, Mr Herlund and L&L Construction. 
Without this support our participation would not have been possible.  A 
full report on the adventure will appear in the next newsletter. 

Ngā mihi mō tō tautoko - Many thanks for your support. 
 
                                                                                        Jason Reid - Principal 
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Len Smith Scholarship Applications 

Lost Property 

This fund is available for any Mackenzie College student, or group of students, to apply 

for financial assistance for an academic, sporting or cultural activity they are involved 

with. 

Details are outlined on the application form, with the closing date being the 31st May 

2018. 

Application forms are available at the school office. 

A black digital watch One black and white Allstar sneaker 

Green drink bottle x 3 White school top 

Black Kathmandu jacket with red trim Several school jerseys 

Two pots returned from Yr 9 Camp Black swimming goggles 

Red white and black bike helmet and a black and  

pink helmet 
Two rugby balls 

Necklace with silver pendant Black bag with PE gear inside 

 

Important dates and times to note - further information in this newsletter: 

Wednesday 30th May - School finishes at 1.30pm for student conferences 

Friday 1st June - Teacher Only Day 

Wednesday 6th June - School finishes at 12.00pm for a paid Union meeting 

Please note : Supervision is available at school for students on the two early finish days. Please 

advise the office if this is required. 

 



 

Year 13 History Trip 

 

Recently, our Year 13 History scholars embarked on a field trip to Christchurch as part of the assessment 
standard they are currently conducting. ‘The Famous Four’, (Sam, Jourdan, Lizzie and Lulu), are individu-
ally producing a ten minute documentary on the February 22nd, 2011 Earthquake and the significance it 
has had to New Zealanders. Throughout the day, each student gathered photographs, videos and 
sourced information as they visited sites and places of destruction and heartbreak, along with new and 
rebuilt areas of joy and remembrance for the people of Christchurch and Canterbury. 

 

                                                                                                                                   Mark Ross 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

 

 

                          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2018 Y11-13 Learning Conferences are scheduled for Wednesday 30th May.  A letter about the conferences 

has been emailed and a paper copy of this is available at the office. Students and parents are welcome to collect 

a copy.  

Conference bookings are progressing well, thanks to those parents who have already made them. Please make 

your booking as soon as you can as it helps the teachers plan the conference. Work on this begins on Monday 

21st May.  

We will publish reports of attendance, school activity and overall attitude grades from teachers on the portal on 

Monday 28th May. If you would like a printed copy, please let us know. 

To book your conference time, go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code  in your browser, and enter the event 

code kwcag. Then follow these three simple steps: 

First enter your name, your student's name, and your email address.  

 

 

If you need to book for more than one student, change the “Book for x students” 

setting, and enter the other student's name.  

On the next page, pick the form class you are to conference with. 

 

Then you'll see a timetable showing when your chosen form class conferences are 

available. Simply click on the times that suit you. 

 

When you have finished booking, your conference timetable will be emailed to you. And you can return 
to the site and enter the event code kwcag again to change or cancel your interviews. 

If you don't have internet access, please call Michelle at the school office (phone 6858 603). She will be 
able to make the booking for you. 

                                                                                                                                        Sue Mitchell 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code


 

     The manufacturer of your children’s planners produces some items for parents to consider as they help their child make 

good use of their planner.  Here is an item that relates to what’s in the planners over the coming fortnight: 

Parent Wellbeing: When things don’t go your way, you can learn much about yourself. Describe a time you have 

experienced this, what you learned and how you grew as a person.  

A key strength to cultivate in students is a love of learning and when this is achieved they pay attention and are 

mindfully connected to themselves and their teacher. This enables them to actively listen and creates classes 

which are places of adventure, experimentation and exploration that arouse our students’ curiosity to enable 

them to thrive and flourish.  

The secret is to teach them to listen with their eyes, their ears and their hearts. This enables students to absorb 

and question the main messages and how they connect with what they already know and ask  

 “How does this connect with what I already know?” 

  “How can I use this knowledge?”  

 “How can I apply it to new situations?”  

 “How can I make predictions based on this knowledge?”  

Students need to learn to read body language and listen for verbal cues and changes in voice tones to emphasise 

certain points. They should use the strengths of curiosity and social-intelligence to lift their concentration.  

Expecting students to sit in class passively and absorb knowledge is non-productive and disengaging for them. 

Learning must be about wonder and excitement, not merely a transfer of knowledge. The keys to quality learning 

and teaching are active listening and exploring with their teachers.  

 

“Learning is not the filling of the bucket, but the lighting of the fire.” Saying  

                                                                                                                                                                Sam Nelson 

 

 

 

 

Student Planners 



NZQA 
NZQA has once again set its NCEA fee at $76.70. This now appears on your school account if you are 
entered for NCEA. It would be appreciated if this fee could be paid over the next two to three months 
to ensure we can process the payment to NZQA on time. If students wish to enter Scholarship, the fee 
is an additional $30 per subject. 

You are eligible for a discount on your NZQA fees if you meet at least one of the following criteria: 

 You are currently receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit, or have a current Commu-
nity Services card (benefit-based applications). 

 You are not currently receiving a benefit, or do not have a current Community Services card, but 
do have a joint family income that would entitle you to receive a Community Service card 
(income-based application). 

 You have two or more children who are candidates, irrespective of family income, and the total 
fees you would have to pay would otherwise be more than $200 multiple candidate maximum 
(multiple candidate applications). 

If you think you qualify, you can collect an application form for financial assistance from the school 
office, or see Miss Fox. Paperwork will need to be completed and returned to school by the 17th Au-
gust. 

NZQA fees must be paid in full by 31st August 2018. 

                                                                                                                                                   Susan Fox 

 

Digital Information Evening 
Mackenzie College will be holding a Digital Information Evening on Wednesday 20th June 7.30pm - 

9.00pm.  

All parents / caregivers are invited to attend this event. We plan to include presentations and 

discussions about the following: 

 How your children are using Google Apps for Education 

 Cyber safety 

 The new digital technology curriculum 

We will be seeking feedback  on how useful the session is and what parents would like from 

presentations such as this, in the future. 

                                                                                                                                                    Sue Mitchell 



 

 

Netsafe - The Challenge of Streaming Television 

There has been a lot of controversy over the last few years concerning young persons’ access to stream-

ing television such as Netflix, Neon and Lightbox. 

‘13 Reasons Why’ is an online series that has become a focus for this debate with its graphic  depiction 

of violence and self-harm. In New Zealand, the Classification Office even created a new rating of RP18 

for this series, restricting viewing to people 18 years or over unless accompanied by a parent or guardi-

an. 

So, how do we respond to content such as this  in a world where our young people can access virtually 

anything on their devices - anywhere, anytime? The Classification Office has produced an outstanding 

series of articles for parents, the most recent being here: 

www.classificationoffice.govt.nz/news/latest-news/challenging-media/ 

Their advice is to talk to your family about what they are watching and view the content yourself so that 

you can discuss the complex issues featured in this media. If you are appalled at what they are watch-

ing, they recommended that you do not shut off all digital access but instead discuss your concerns with 

them. Encourage them to watch content with you, and if they don’t want to, then it is a good indication 

that they know the content is inappropriate. 

To summarise their advise: 

 Share and talk about entertainment media with your teen 

 Encourage them to think critically about what they view 

 Talk about sensitive or complex issues 

 Support your teen if they’re distressed by something they’ve watched 

 

Check out the site above. Along with some excellent food for thought, it is continually updated with 

talking points about new shows as they are released. 

 

                                                                                                                                             Jason Reid 



 

 
 
Mathletics is an online programme that we are using with students in years 7 to 10 to improve their 
Mathematical skills. Students have activities that they complete and can practise basic skills against 
other students all over the world. 
Homework is at least 1000 points a week on Mathletics 
 
 So far this year our students have achieved:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By completing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spending an average of 8 hours on Mathematics homework from the start of the year. 
 
Remember, 1000 points each week is the basic target, (this gets the student a Bronze certificate). 
Five bronze certificates achieves a silver certificate.  
 
There is a new section to Mathletics called Multiverse. It does not have points, but is a fun way to prac-
tice multiplication. 
 
In Maths Week next term we will have a Mathletics live competition and a multiplication challenge, so 
keep on practising.  

Activities Per Student 

Average Per Student     65 

Total Completed Activities   7,643 



Teacher Only Day - Friday 1st June 

All Year 9 students were recently given their Diploma booklets.   

If parents or caregivers have any questions about how this works, please contact Miss 
Thompson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured with their Diploma booklets: Molli O’Neill, Connor Stevens, Izzy Miles and Avish 
Dutt. 

Year 9 Diploma Booklets 

 

Mackenzie College has a Teacher Only day on Friday 1st June. 

The school will be closed for instruction for the day and a letter will be sent home with the students to 

explain this. 

The focus for the day for the teachers is tikanga Maori. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact the school office. 



 

Effort Grade Awards Term 2 Weeks 1-2 

Congratulations to the following students who won vouchers: Dobson: Cassie Anderson, Godley: Abbigail Mur-
doch, Macaulay: Bella Parke, Tasman: Kaia McKenzie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dobson A Cassie Anderson 

Casandra Pasaol 

Molly Anderson 

Alex Payne 

Olly Holtham 

Eliza Pudney 

Amber Macquarie 

Dobson B Jack Hellmrich 

Kelty Payne 

Riley Young 

Maggie Holtham 

Cale Tompkins 

Jodi Johnson 

Tim Preston-Marshall 

Eilish McDonald 

Mieka Taylor 

Godley A Josh Boon 

Abbigail Murdoch 

Liam Mackay 

Damian Clements 

Sophie Anderson 

Katrina Guiney 

Marrek Hignett 

Ceara Harris 

Haruki Kawasaki 

Godley B Talen Hignett 

Annie Shearer 

Emma Sheehan 

Meg Murdoch 

Chloe Anderson 

Abel Taylor 

Hamish Ryall 

Lucy Barnes 

Lily Scully 

Jacob Heap 

Macaulay A Hannah Bates 

Nick Brien 

Millie Howat 

Elizabeth Tennent 

Grace McHaffie Gemma Anderson 

Macaulay B Joe Brien 

Nick Miles 

Kengo Edmondson 

Avish Dutt 

Bella Parke 

Lachlan Phillips 

Maya Edmondson 

Caitlin Watson 

Alex Reid 

Chisa Kawasaki 

Nick Anderson 

Tasman A Jamela Gorospe 

Amber Gallagher 

Sam Roy 

Olivia Hollows-Booth 

Bea Gorospe 

Mac Holmwood 

Caitlin Holmes 

Kaia McKenzie 

Conner Potter 

Tasman B Oscar Johnson 

Luca Midgley 

Mackenzie-May Woodrow Alex Holmes Ginny Kerr 



 

 

We had 4 teams enter in the Ashburton 6hr MTB Relay race on Sunday 13th May. They had a great time 
competing with some Yr 7&8 teams only having two riders. Some awesome lap times were done and it 
was a great course to ride. Thanks to the parents who helped out on the day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row: Tim Preston-Marshall, Cale Tompkins, Liam Mackay. 

Middle row: Niall Phillips, Luke Jordan,  Tom Slade, Ben Jordan,  Oliver Jones. 

Front row:  First two from another school, Ciaran Guiney, Luke Tompkins, Henry Irving.                  

 

 

 

Ashburton 6 hour MTB Race 



Paid Union Meeting 
On Wednesday 6th June at 1.30pm, teaching staff will be attending a Paid Union meeting in Timaru. 

Accordingly, normal school will finish at 12.00pm. The first three periods of the day will run as normal 
without a form time. The buses will run at their normal time and supervision is possible. A letter has 
been sent home with each student, please send the response slip back to school. 

Year 12 & 13 Community Service Day 


