
Dear Students, Parents, Staff and Community 
He iti kahurangi 

Small and precious (small in size is contrasted with great value) 
The Education Review Office team visited our school at the start of this 
term. Their aim with all schools has been to evaluate whether they are 
providing an environment suitable for fostering excellence and equity. 
Their definition of ‘excellence’ is basically that all  students are 
encouraged to perform to the best of their ability; and ‘equity’ means that 
every student is catered for, that no barriers stand in the way of each 
individual student’s learning. 

 

We are very proud to report that the ERO team is so confident that 
Mackenzie College is performing  at such a high level, they have granted 
us the coveted 4-5 year review cycle. This places our district’s secondary 
school above 85% of all schools reviewed in New Zealand. This is one of 
the highest praises  the Education Review Office can give. 

 

Students, parents, caregivers and staff should be proud that once again 
their local school has been acknowledged by outside agencies as being an 
extremely high-quality academic institution; that best choice of school 
exists in their very own, local community. 
                                                                                    Jason Reid - Principal 
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featuring the year 7-10 Music 

classes. 

Monday 11th December 2.15pm. 

School Hall. 



Congratulations to Nick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Property 

 
I have applied and been accepted into a course at Otago university called the ‘Otago University Ad-

vanced School Sciences Academy’.  

This is a course that is run to help students from rural or area schools in Year 13 who have the poten-

tial to achieve highly in science. This will take place next year with two block courses - one in January 

and the other in July, while keeping in contact with me at home throughout this time.  

I am very excited to be able to attend this programme as it is going to expose me to exciting sciences 

like the real world applications of mathematics and statistics and professions involving things like phar-

macology and toxicology. This course will not only be fun but will also benefit me greatly in my Year 13 

subjects and the scholarship exams I am aiming to complete. I cannot wait to attend.  

 

Nick Anderson 

 

Several towels from water slide day 2 x pair short socks black / pink & black 

2 x pair black shorts Two grey hoodies 

Grey beanie hat White shirt size 10 

Swimming goggles Small plastic click clack container 

Size  14yrs College jersey Coloured felt pens in a case 

Black puffer jacket size 8 Fairydown brand Red iPod found in Church grounds 



 

Year 11-13 2018 Option Interviews 
 

 

 

Option interviews for Years 11-13 will be held on Tuesday 30th January from 4 to 7pm. You can make 

your own interview bookings on line.  

To book your interviews, go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code in your browser, and enter the event 

code msxwj. Then follow these three simple steps: 

First enter your name, your student's name, and your email address so that a copy of 
your interview time can be emailed to you. If you need to book for more than one stu-
dent, change the “Book for x students” setting, and enter the other student's name.  

 

On the next page, pick the student’s form class. 

 

Then you’ll see a timetable showing you the interview times available. Simply click on 

the time that suits you. 

 

When you have finished, your interview time will be emailed to you. You can return to the site and enter 
the event code msxwj again to change or cancel your interview. 

If you don't have internet access or have any problems, please call  the school office (phone 6858 603). 

 If you have any questions please contact me. 

Sue Mitchell 

 

 

 

                                                                           

 



Te Ara Day Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

24 Year 8 students, who completed their Te Ara award, went to Mt Hutt Retreat last week to enjoy a 
fun day of activities.  They participated in archery, target shooting, Frisbee golf and a huge waterslide 
to top it off.   

The students have been working all year on Te Ara, which is designed to help students develop good 
habits at school by managing themselves, setting goals, maintaining good effort grades and getting 
involved in school events.  Congratulations to all the students who completed the award. 



 

As part of the Mackenzie College sporting calendar, we are holding a triathlon-style event in week 
eight. 

Mackenzie College Tri-Challenge (short distance Triathlon) - Wednesday 6th December. 

We aim to hold an event that allows all students to experience at least one of the three disciplines: run-
ning, biking and / or swimming. 

Students can enter individually or in house teams of  two or three. Any students with medical problems 
or injuries can still be involved as team managers or support crew for individual competitors. Houses 
should enter as many individuals and teams as they can. 

Categories: 

 Year 7/8 Individual, Year 7/8 Team (all in same house), Year 9/10 Individual, Year 9/10 Team (all in 
same house). 

Times: 

 Times for the event to be confirmed. It will start during lunch and run through period 5. 

Sections: 

 Run section - on school athletics track - 2km 

 Bike transition - grass area off Gillingham Street 

 Bike section - School Road (up and back) - 8km 

 Swim transition (swimming pool parking area) 

 Swim section (Pool) - 100m 

 

Parents are very welcome to attend to support their son / daughter. 

Any parents willing to help supervise or marshal on the course, please contact Mr Ben Horne by email 
benh@mackcollege.school.nz 

 

Mackenzie College Tri-Challenge 

Year 13 Peer Support Camp 2018 - 31st January - 1st February 2018 

 

All 2018 Year 13 students will attend a peer support training camp held at Raincliff. Information 

about this event will be given to the students involved before the conclusion of the school year.  



 Awards Ceremony 

Lincoln Day 
A group of Year 9 students with an interest in agriculture went to the Lincoln Dairy Farm Open Day. The focus of 

the day was to understand how farmers are making the most of the science and technology available to them, as 

well as gaining an appreciation for the wide ranging careers that make up this industry. Our hosts took us around 

stations based on animals, soils, feed measurement, contracting careers, banking, genetics, irrigation, milk collec-

tion, and ecology.  

All Year 7-13 students are to attend school on Tuesday 12th December. Students wear mufti on Tuesday morning 

so they can be in perfect uniform for the evening. 

There will be house time starting at 8.55am and our final assembly will start at 10.30am in the gym. 

Students will be dismissed from school around 12.00pm and need to be back in the evening of the 12th Decem-

ber by 7.15pm in full summer uniform. (Year 13 students will wear full winter uniform). 

The Awards Ceremony will start at 7.30pm, please be seated in the gym by 7.15pm. 

The PTA invites all families to join us for supper at the  Mackenzie College Soft Tech block, following the Ceremo-

ny. 

Please bring one plate of food per family. 

                                                                                                                                               Sue Mitchell 



 

The Year 11 Art students have been busy working on a new mural design for the outside 
of the art room, over the last few weeks. Nick Brien, Kyle Bell, Simon Pasaol and Zach 
Mills designed and painted the colourful mural with stylised letters, the school logo, and a 
roaring lion’s head.  

Congratulations to these boys for their hard work on this project, which included coming 
in during study leave to complete it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mural Painting by Art Students 



Coaches Cup      4th-8th September 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 This year’s hockey tournament took us to the blustery and proud home of the Rainbow Confectionary Company; the mighty 

North Otago metropolis of Oamaru. We left in high hopes, with a van load of bravado and big words, 3 hours later, having 

gone down 8-0 to eventual champions; Darfield High School, reality set in for the Mackenzie men, that this could well be a 

long week. To the boys’ credit, travelling and playing on the same day is tough. Our eldest player would have been their 

youngest and with a bag load of other excuses and reasons, all was not lost just yet. Alex Holmes and Niall Phillips were the 

stand outs of the day, along with off-field entertainment from Captain Liam Mackay who misjudged a bomb in the local 

swimming pool at the conclusion of the hockey and executed the most painful back-slam imaginable. Degree of difficulty zero 

point zero! 

After the traditional sugar loading and sleepless first night away, the boys were reminded it was the crack of dawn by a ridic-

ulously sociable rooster named Demon within the camping ground.  In a testy encounter with a number of cards drawn, the 

spoils went to the joint Tokomairiro and Cromwell College team with a 7-1 score line,  though Mackenzie held their own at 

times throughout the match. After a rehab session at the pool, some therapeutic reading/school work at the public library, 

and some woefully large scores at mini golf, the Sons of Mackenzie had an early night, to prepare for two games on day 

three.   

Wednesday arrived early as Mr Ross and Mr Taylor had the boys up at 5.45am for an early morning run and dynamic stretch 

before breakfast, much to the joy of the Phillips’ family dogs that had made the trip down for the week. Our 8am game was 

against Logan Park High School from Dunedin. After a strong first half, having conceded only a goal, the opposition broke 

through twice at the beginning of the second half and we eventually went down 4-1 in our best game so far in the series. 

After post-match static stretches, a trip to the library, beach exploration and a walk around town, the boys’ energy levels 

were being slowly drained. Our 4.30pm game against a St Bede’s team who had only played one game and had 3 more sub-

stitutes, was always going to be a struggle.  Unfortunately, our mid-field was shattered. The boys lacked the energy to keep 

up with the opposition, the floodgates opened soon after and Mr Ross and Mrs Clements lost count after the score reached 

12-1. The highlight of the day was a set piece, ‘Double Bluff Penalty Corner’, that Mr Ross suggested the boys try for some-

thing fun and to watch the opposition freak out. The result was that even the St Bede’s side couldn’t stop the missile that 

Alex Holmes blasted into the goal from an acute angle.  

A can of Coke was on offer for each player on Thursday for a better performance in the local derby match against Moun-

tainview's 1st XI who won our local competition this year. 

In sport, it's amazing what can change in a day, and the power of a bribe from the coach. In arguably the game of the tourna-

ment, with more twists and turns than a bag of pretzels, at the conclusion of the match, it was a 1-1 draw. Of note was a 

good reverse stick shot from Marrek Hignett, and an even better hop, skip and jump followed by a punch in the air as he ran 

back to halfway. Kudos.  

Our final game of the tournament on Friday before heading back to our own beds, Wi-Fi and reality, was against Roncalli Col-

lege. We went into the game feeling that we could give them a good run for their money if we could bring in the pressure 

and intensity of the previous day’s performance. Sadly we lacked in real go forward and spent a lot of the match at the wrong 

end of the field. We went down 6-1.   

Overall, the tournament experience was positive for the boys and the adversity they had to overcome was commendable. 

Thanks goes to Jackie Philips, Simon Taylor and all the parents who helped assist throughout the week to make it such a suc-

cess.  See you next season.                                                                                                                             Mark Ross 



 

 

 

 



 

Effort Grades Week  Term 4 Weeks 5-6 

Congratulations to the following students who won vouchers: Dobson:  Brisea Lagos Godley: D’Arcy Ratahi , Macaulay: 

Penny Ross   and Tasman: Mac Holmwood. 

 

Assembly Awards 

The following students have recently received Excellence in Social Studies Awards: 

 

 

 

Dobson A Cassie Anderson Hamish Johnson Eliza Pudney  

Dobson B Maggie Holtham Jodi Johnson Brisea Lagos Eilish McDonald 

Godley A Katrina Guiney Eden Prosser D’Arcy Ratahi  

Godley B Lucy Barnes    

Macaulay A Gemma Anderson 

Niall Phillips 

Millie Howat 

Emma Ross 

Grace McHaffie Isabelle Miles 

Macaulay B Maya Edmondson 

Caitlin Watson 

Chisa Kawasaki 

Charlotte Watson 

Hannah Prosser Penny Ross 

Tasman A Jamela Gorospe 

George Waymouth 

Mac Holmwood Kaia McKenzie Libby O’Connor 

Tasman B Mackenzie-May Woodrow    

Year 7 Jodi Johnson 
Maya Edmondson 

Cale Tompkins 
Kaia McKenzie 

Hamish Ryall Emma Ross 

Year 8 Nathan Clarke 
Isaac Ryall 
Molli O’Neill 

Maggie Holtham 
Kieran Harris 
Hannah Prosser 

Kelty Payne 
Amy Hay 
Jamie Wansbrough 

D’Arcy Ratahi 
Pippa Russek 
Libby O’Connor 

Year 9 Cassie Anderson 
Katrina Guiney 
Hayden Divers 

Hamish Johnson 
Ben Jordan 
Angus Neal 

Cameron Dobbs 
Grace McHaffie 
Jamela Gorospe 

Josh Boon 
Joe Brien 

Year 10 Lucy Barnes 
Alex Holmes 

Gemma Anderson Conner Potter Sam Roy 



 

 

The manuafacturer of your children’s planners produces items for parents to consider as they help their child make good use of 
their planner. Here is one item that relates to what’s in the planners over the coming fortnight: 

As Gandhi so wisely once said, “There is more to life than increasing speed.” Yet, the opposite is precisely the expectation peo-

ple in the 21st Century seem to have for themselves; the human race is what many of us have become instead of human being.  

How often do we taste and savour what we eat and take the time to enjoy time away from the pressures of life. Not often 

enough I suspect. Many people feel that they have to go twice as fast to stay in the same place; called the Red Queen Effect 

from Alice in Wonderland. A beneficial strategy to adopt for both students and ourselves that will make the journey far more 

satisfying and memorable, is taking three or four five minute holidays and turning off our phones for an hour every day.  Discon-

nect from the world to connect with ourselves and the present moment to watch our thoughts coming and going. Some sugges-

tions to try for these five minute holidays include deep breathing, dreaming of places you want visit, stretching, neck, hip, ankle, 

arm and shoulder rotations, sitting on your own and eating healthy snacks, doing a Mindfulness Activity from the website, watch 

mother nature shine.                                                                               

“I am, I said.” Neil Diamond  

Year 10 Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This week in Student Planners 



Year 10 Camp Report 

 

The 2017 Year 10 Camp was on Nimrod Downs, Lindisfarne. The camp was a four day amazing race. Teams of 3 or 

4 had to race to marks to get grid references which eventually led them to that night’s campsite. All this was done 

using only a map of the property. On the first night we camped by the Pareora River. We set up camp and Mr 

Horne and Mr Ross set a tightrope across the river with a guide rope above it. Each team had to get across the 

rope and back keeping one of their team members dry. Except on the way back you could not use the rope. After 

that we collected wood to start a fire so we could keep warm whilst we cooked dinner. We planned and prepared 

all of our own meals before we went on camp. At 9:30pm it was lights out and time for sleep.  

 

The next morning we were awoken at 6:30am by Mr Horne yelling at us to put our togs on so we could jump in 

the very cold river before breakfast. After breakfast we  changed and packed up our tents. To decide who got to 

depart first we did another challenge. 3 of the 4 teams were together and we hooned up the hill to find our first 

checkpoint. We carried on walking until we met  Mr Horne for lunch. Haley cooked some bacon. We then contin-

ued on our journey. As we were wandering along, Hamish and Willy spotted some Chamois. At the second night 

campsite we had a swim and Sam Hay, Sam Roy, Hamish and Willy went for a wander up the hill to have a look for 

more animals, whilst everyone else jumped in one tent and had some banter time. We had some dinner then 

played charades. The highlight of charades was when Sam Hay impersonated Mrs Adams, and Alex Reid enter-

tained us. 

 

The next day a few students  left early to get a head start, one group heading up the normal way and sadly, Sam 

Roy and a few boys going the hard way (much to Sam’s disgust). Everyone met at the top for morning tea. While 

we were stopped we had a game of Pictionary in our teams.  We carried on our way and stopped a little later for 

lunch. We had another challenge and by then we weren’t far from Lindisfarne. It was in our sights, everyone had 

blisters all over their feet and scratches from the Spaniards. We reached our destination and ripped our boots off, 

dropped our bags and filled our drink bottles  before  sitting down and relaxing. We setup our tents and made din-

ner. We had a quiz and another game of Pictionary before heading outside to play spotlight. Mr Ross was very 

into the spotlight, he had black gloves and a mask so nobody could see him yet he didn’t even win!! Bedtime 

came around and we were all out like lights. 

 

On the last day we filled in time by doing challenges and playing games. We even got to see Mr Horne and Mr 

Ross wrestle each other whilst being blindfolded on their hands and knees! Finally the time came to go home, 

even though camp was fun we were all tired and ready to go. Year 10 camp was a very enjoyable time and we all 

loved it. We learnt a lot and bonded as a class. We were pushed out of our comfort zones whether we liked it or 

not. Thank you to everyone that helped - Mark Sheehan, Malcolm Roy, Alastair Holmes, Mrs Adams, Mr Ross, Ms 

Fox and Mr Horne.  

Written by Sam Roy and Gemma Anderson :)  

 


